
 
 

Year 5 Newsletter 

Autumn Term 2019/2020 

 
Dear Parent(s)/Carer(s), 
 
We are delighted to welcome your child into Year 5 and look forward to an exciting and successful 
academic year. We hope you will find the following information useful and that it will help you to support 
your child’s learning during the Autumn term.   
 
Your child will study a range of subjects following the creative curriculum framework, within the Rising 
Stars Programme. The creative learning topic for the first half term is ‘Anglo Saxons: Invaders and Settlers’. 
This builds on the knowledge of the Anglo Saxon topic pupils studied in year 4 and digs deeper into the 
skills of historians and recognising that history is informed by sources of varying reliability. The main 
emphasis will be on History but other subjects will be covered as well, including Computing, DT, Art, 
Geography and Science. Geography will be the main focus of our second half term topic and the 
geographical changes of our local area and the city of London. Likewise, we will continue to study History, 
DT, Art and Science during this half term too.  
 
R.E 
Your child will be studying two topics in Religious Education.   (Please see the RE Newsletter for details.) 
 
English 
Children will start the year by exploring the charm and challenge of Roald Dahl specifically focusing on ‘The 
Witches’. If possible, please encourage your children to read the original version of the story at home. As 
part of this exciting topic the children will be writing and performing their own stories in the style of Roald 
Dahl. In the category of non-fiction they will be identifying features of newspaper reports, biographies and 
autobiographies. By using the texts to study dialogue, noun phrases and complex sentences they will 
develop their grammatical skills. We will also be studying a range of poetry, including classic poetry like 
Lewis Carroll's ‘Walrus and the Carpenter’ to stimulate discussion and performance. In year 5 there is a 
significant emphasis on grammar and spellings, focusing on learning rules and patterns rather than a set 
word list each week. 

  
Reading 

Your child will take home an Oxford Reading Tree book. We expect at least 10 minutes reading a day and 
for you to make a comment in your child’s reading log book once a week based on their understanding of 
the text. Oxford Reading Tree books will be changed once a week depending on the child’s reading day. In 
class we will be working on comprehension skills and activities through our ‘Resilient Reader’ lessons. 
During the Autumn term, we shall visit Colindale Library and children will receive a library card to be able 
to borrow and read books from Colindale Library as well as the school library/book corners.  
       
Handwriting 

Your child will practise handwriting daily at school. Please encourage children to use the cursive style of 
handwriting in their homework books as well. Please be aware that children are to use pencil in their 
homework books unless they have a ‘pen licence’. These will will be awarded to children who consistently 
demonstrate a neat cursive style of handwriting across their class books/work.  
 
 
 
 



Mathematics 
This term focus will be placed upon place value, addition and subtraction, statistics, multiplication and 
division and perimeter and area. Reasoning and problem solving skills will be developed through all aspects 
of maths which will be linked to our topics and will give children opportunities to use their mathematical 
skills in context. Children will be taught new concepts by using the CPA approach to develop their 
competency through using manipulatives (objects) and pictorial representations to understand methods. 
Written methods for all four operations will be reinforced, especially multiplication and division. 
Homework activities will be linked to topics that are covered in class which can be completed on 
Mathletics. Please encourage your children to regularly practise their times tables at home as they will be 
tested frequently in preparation for their SATs next year. Each child will have received their log-in for Times 
Tables Rockstars from their teacher, Maths lessons will be linked to other areas of the curriculum wherever 
possible. 
 
Science 
The children will be finding out fascinating facts about the Sun, Moon and Earth and develop an 
understanding of day and night, the four seasons and the Moon’s phases. The Sun and the planets making 
up our Solar System are investigated, along with the other stars in their constellation. 
 
Computing 

Year 5 will be using computer resources regularly across subjects for research purposes and to creatively 
produce class work. We will be learning to develop our coding through programming on ‘Scratch’ using 
both iPads and laptops. A key part of the computing curriculum will be online safety, particularly with 
social media and why age ratings are important to follow.  www.net-aware.org.uk is a great resource for 
adults to help keep on top of internet safety and ensure that your child enjoys the internet safely.  
 
PE 

PE will be every Tuesday. Please ensure that your child has the correct PE kit in school and is labelled with 
their name. P.E. kits should be kept in school at all times apart from school holidays when they will be sent 
home. 
 
Children will also have Spanish lessons on Tuesday that will be taught by a Spanish teacher. 
Music lessons will take place on Thursday (5B) and Friday (5D) afternoons.  
 
Homework  
Homework will be set daily. The Wednesday Word leaflet will be sent home on a Wednesday. Please 
discuss this homework with your children as they complete it. Please make sure homework is completed in 
full sentences and that children’s responses are as detailed as possible.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We encourage all pupils to bring in a labelled water bottle each day.  
 
If you have any queries or concerns, please do not hesitate to make an appointment through the office to 
see me.  
 
Yours Sincerely, 
Miss Smart and Ms Ford 

Year 5 Teachers 
Blessed Dominic Catholic Primary School 
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