
Year 5 Newsletter 
Summer Term 2020  

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We hope that you had a restful Easter break. We hope you will find the following information useful and 
that it will help you to support your child’s learning.  
 
Home Learning   
Although we are endeavouring to continue our usual timetable and planning for the Summer term, we 
have adjusted the materials and methods of learning and teaching in order to assist with home learning. 
We aim to achieve a manageable curriculum that allows the children to continue to reach their full 
potential. Please see the Year 5 class pages for up to date communications. It is understandable that the 
children will be missing their school friends, but we hope that this unique time at home will be allowing 
new and exciting experiences for the children and their families. 
 
R.E 
Your child will be studying two topics in Religious Education. 
(Please see the RE Newsletter for details.) We shall also spend a week learning about the Islamic faith as 
part of our study on other religions. 
 
English 
Through the home learning activities, children will be revising their knowledge of different writing 
purposes e.g. poetry, instructions. There will continue to be weekly spellings and identified comprehension 
activities to complete. Please encourage your child to use resources such as dictionaries or thesauruses 
when they are writing to support their vocabulary choices in their writing.  
 
When back at school, we will focus on two different stories. Summer 1 shall be linked to ‘Street Boy’. This 
is a story about children during Victorian London and the setting up of the Barnardo’s charity for children. 
This offers the children a chance to understand how their local area of London was different 200 years ago 
and how the area continues to change whilst still staying the same e.g. problems of homelessness. The 
book does reference violence and maltreatment that children may have experienced during this period and 
provides opportunities to link to PSHE and the rights of the child. Children will take on the role of the 
protagonist, Jim Jarvis, and write persuasive letters, character descriptions and non-chronological reports 
about Victorian children.  
 
Summer 2 shall be stimulated through Roald Dahl’s lesser-known story ‘The Gremlins’. Set on a RAF base, 
we shall focus on the use of how Dahl has explained ‘everyday’ occurances as the work of the mischevious 
Gremlins. Comparing ‘The Gremlins’ to Mary Norton’s ‘The Borrowers’, we shall investigate how authors 
imply certain characteristics through character description. Children will get the chance to create their own 
‘Gremlins’ or ‘Borrowers’ story to explain that all is not what it seems in their own home or school 
environments. 
 
There will continue to be a big push on spellings, punctuation and grammar in class and through homework 
tasks.  
  
Reading  
Your child will take home an Oxford Reading Tree book. During this time, please continue to listen to your 
child read aloud and interrupt them to ask questions based on word meaning and understanding of events. 
We expect at least 10 minutes reading a day with an adult and for adults to make a comment about their 
reading performance in your child’s reading log book once a week. Oxford Reading Tree books will be 



changed once a week depending on the child’s reading day. Children will also be taking home library books 
and these can be changed once finished.  
We will also be working on children’s comprehension in class and through homework using the Resilient 
Reader scheme and comprehension activities.  
       
Handwriting 
Your child will continue to focus on their handwriting daily at school. All children should be targeting a pen 
licence by the end of Year 5. These are awarded when children’s writing is consistent, appropriately sized 
and not included many mistakes/rubbing out to change ideas (as this looks messy when writing in pen as 
mistakes have to be crossed out rather than rubbed out). Please spend time practising at home if your 
child is finding joined up handwriting tricky. There is a short example of the Nelson handwriting scheme on 
the Year 5 website pages.  
 
Mathematics 
We will continue to follow the White Rose Maths scheme of learning. Focus this term will be placed upon: 
decimals (number), properties of shape (geometry), position and direction (geometry), converting units 
(measurement) and volume (measurement). Reasoning and problem solving skills will be developed 
through all aspects of maths which will be linked to our topics and will give children opportunities to use 
their mathematical skills in context. Written methods for all four operations will be reinforced, especially 
multiplication and division. 
 
In class, we follow the CPA approach (Concrete, Pictorial, Abstract) and it is important this is reinforced at 
home. Children should have opportunities to use concrete manipulatives (for example, mathematical 
equipment or objects available at home) where they can use objects to see and understand the concept. 
They should also be able to represent maths pictorially, for example, through bar models, diagrams and 
images. This should provide children a secure understanding of new concepts when applying this to 
abstract methods using numbers and symbols. 
 
Your child also has access to Times Tables Rockstars and Mathletics. Please continue to encourage your 
child to use these websites to consolidate their learning. 
 
White Rose Maths has partnered with BBC Bitesize to provide a learning plan for the Summer term. This 
will cover any new learning that they have not yet done in school and will also reinforce main concepts to 
best prepare children for their work next year. The two platforms will run in line with each other from 
Week 3 onwards. 
 
Science 
During the first half term children will be learning about ‘Types of Change’ and in Summer 2 ‘Materials’. 
This will develop on from the children’s learning in the Spring term on ‘Separating Mixtures’ and will build 
upon the children’s previous learning in Year 4 on ‘States of Matter’. Children will begin by learning about 
reversible and irreversible changes and will move on to investigate everyday materials and their 
properties.  
 
Creative Learning 
Your child will study a range of subjects within the creative curriculum framework, following the Rising 
Stars Curriculum. The topics for this term are both Geography based, Summer 1 is focused upon ‘Changes 
in our local environment’ and Summer 2 ‘Journeys – Trade’.  Whilst the main emphasis will be on 
Geography, other subjects will be covered as well including History, Computing, DT and Art.  
 
Computing 
Year 5 will be using computer resources regularly across subjects for research purposes and to creatively 
produce class work. We will be learning to develop our coding skills using the programming software 



Scratch.  www.net-aware.org.uk is a great resource for adults to help keep on top of internet safety and 
ensure that your child enjoys the internet safely. 
 
Spanish and Music 
Children will continue to be taught Spanish by Ms Heras and Music by Ms Romy through online learning. 
Please keep an eye out for this on the Year 5 class pages. 
 
PE 
Joe Wicks is continuing to provide online P.E. sessions for children. There are also 10 Minute Shake Up 
games provided by Change 4 Life on the NHS website. BBC Super Movers also has a range of curriculum 
linked resources to get children moving. GoNoodle has a lot of fun videos including mindfulness exercises 
and Zumba for children.  
 
More details will provided when the children return to school. 
 

Homework  
Homework will be set daily. Your child is expected to read, practise their times tables and spellings every 
day.  
The Wednesday Word leaflet will be sent home on a Wednesday. Please discuss this homework with your 
children as they complete it. Please make sure homework is completed in full sentences and that children’s 
responses are as detailed as possible.  
 
Please remember that the children have log ins to the following websites and can access these and activities 
at any time, not just when homework has been set: 
Reading Eggs 
Mathletics 
Times Tables Rock Stars 
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Upon return to school, as the weather temperatures increase, we strongly encourage all pupils to bring in a 
labelled fresh water bottle each day so that they can have a drink whenever needed. Please make sure sun 
cream is applied in the mornings too and that all cardigans and jumpers are clearly labelled with your 
child’s name. More detail about this will no doubt be advised to us all.   
 
We are wishing you all well and continue to keep safe. We are extremely proud of the children and the 
effort they (and you!) are putting in to their home learning at this difficult time. We can’t wait to see you 
all when we return to school. Thank you for all your support and cooperation during this time.  
 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Miss Smart and Ms Ford 

http://www.net-aware.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLyCLoPd4VxBuHn84_as427AwkVpahrqti
https://www.nhs.uk/10-minute-shake-up/shake-ups
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers
https://family.gonoodle.com/

