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Everyday life for a dairy farmer – teacher version

Bold denotes a link to the child version/their drawings 

Farming is a job I love, but it is much 

harder than many people think! I share 

the work on the farm along with lots of 

other people, who help us in different 

seasons. We live in a wonderful 

farmhouse and we can see the fields 

through the windows. It is a long walk 

to the bus stop for school for my 

children though! I wake up by 5 am, 

turn the radio on and listen to the 

weather. I make some breakfast for 

me and the family.  

The seasons change what we do. In 

winter, there’s lots of hard work before 
we are ready for a rest at Christmas! 

All the animals on the farm have to be 

fed at least twice a day with hay. The 

cows are indoors, and have to be 

bedded up with clean straw. You have 

to spread hay, sand or sometimes 

shredded paper where they exercise or 

rest in the cow barn. These are their 

stalls. 

This bedding keeps them healthy, 

stops them slipping, falling and getting 

dirty. There is lots of mucking out to 
do! If it is snowy or icy and they are 

all indoors, keeping all the animals 

fed, watered and warm is a constant 

struggle. 
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I have breakfast at 8.30, and check my 

post and emails. If it is good weather 

or the summer, I will mend a fence or 

make a hedge. If it is not, I might do 

things indoors. Sometimes I do not get 

a choice if a job needs doing quickly.  

When the cows have babies, this 

takes up most of the day as we need 

to make sure mum and baby are OK. 

Then they go out to the fields, even if 

it is bad weather, because we need 

the sheds for lambing the sheep in 

April. Lambing is very hard work, but it 

can be an exciting time, too. We just 

keep a check on the cows and calves in 

the fields, and we might move them to 

a fresh field. We also check the sheep. 

Things start to become easier in May 

because the grass is tall enough for us 

to stop having to feed the animals in 

the fields. They still have to be 

checked twice a day, and any 

problems dealt with.  

In June and July, we shear the sheep if 

the weather is nice. 

We cut the grass, making hay, and 

wrap it up ready for the cattle and 

sheep in the winter. Autumn is a busy 

season as well. All the lambs are 

weaned, which means they stop 

having a milk diet from their parents 

and start to eat grass or grain. 

We also sell some of the animals to 

market in the autumn. 
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Everyday life for a dairy farmer – child version

We live in a wonderful farmhouse. I 

make some breakfast for me and the 

family. 

All the animals on the farm have to be 

fed with hay, and bedded up with clean 

straw.  

There is lots of mucking out to do!

I have breakfast at 8.30 and check my 

post and emails. 

In the summer, I will mend a fence 

or make a hedge. 

We need to make sure mum and baby 

cows are OK. 

The grass is tall enough in May for us 

to stop having to feed the animals in 

the fields.  

In June and July, we shear the sheep if 

the weather is nice. 

We cut the grass, making hay, and 

wrap it up ready for the cattle and 

sheep in the winter.  

We sell some of the animals to market 

in the autumn. 


