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Friday 25th September 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
It is lovely to see the children settling back into their learning and school routines. I am extremely 

proud of all our wonderful children. They demonstrate full engagement in their learning and their 

behaviour is outstanding. 

I would also like to take the opportunity to thank our incredible staff, who have been working so hard 

to make school as fun and normal for the children as possible under very challenging circumstances. 

As we advance into the month of September and approach the end of the ‘Season of Creation’, Pope 

Francis reminds us all about our moral obligation to Care for Creation, and that all of us must do our 

part to protect the world God has given us for our children. 

Please see the Pope’s prayer below, which we encourage you to share with your children. 

 

 

 

 

 

A prayer from Pope Francis for the Season of Creation 

Good Father, we thank you for the example of the family in which your son Jesus was born and 

raised. You wanted him to be among us, and to learn what love and service is from gestures and 

words of Mary and Joseph. In these difficult times in which we live, and in a world that has changed 

so much, we ask you to bless all families, particularly those who suffer most from the consequences 

of this pandemic. Let everyone know how to find on their way open hearts available to accompany 

them, to help and to care, with love and advice. Amen 

 

Coughs, Colds and COVID 19 

There are children who are sneezing and coughing. This is normal for the time of year and is usually 

associated with a common cold. 

COVID Symptoms  

These are:- 

 A temperature of 37.8 degrees and above 

 A new continuous cough 

 A loss of either taste or smell or both 
Definition of a new, continuous cough. This is three continuous coughs within an hour that are severe 

and long enough that the person cannot talk whilst coughing. 
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Virtual curriculum briefings. 

There will be no ‘live’ Meet the teacher’ meetings for parent/carers this year. Teachers have been 

working hard to prepare a video version of their curriculum presentation. All videos have been posted 

on the school website via the class page. Your child also received a hard copy of the Curriculum letter 

today. 

 

Year 6 applications for secondary School 

Please note that applications for secondary school close on Saturday 31st October 2020. Please refer 

to the slides and information packs recently sent out for guidance. If you have any questions, please 

do not hesitate to contact us via email.  

 

Virtual Parents’ Consultation Meetings 

These will take place on Thursday 8
th
 October and Tuesday 13

th
 October via Zoom (change from 

original date). An information letter will be distributed next week explaining how to sign up for an 

appointment and the protocols involved. 

 

Pupil Wellbeing 

We have added some useful resources to our website to support your child during the pandemic.  
Please click on the link below to view: 
https://www.blesseddominicprimary.co.uk/parents/covid-19-resources 

 
 

Emergency contacts 
 
If you have changed your mobile/home or work telephone number, please ensure that you report this 
change to the school office as soon as possible office@blesseddominic.barnetmail.net.  Schools are 
required to have two sets of contact details per child. Please let us know if you have additional 
contacts that we may add to your child’s records.  Similarly, if you have moved house, please update 
us with your new address. It is of utmost importance that our contact details for you are accurate 
should we need to contact you in case of an emergency.   
 

 
Face Masks 
 
Please ensure that you wear your mask outside the school gates wherever you can to protect our 
children and our community.  
 

 
 
 
MacMillan Coffee Morning – Friday 25th September 2020 
 
Thank you to everyone who supported today’s fundraising event in aid of the MacMillan 
Cancer Trust. We will update you next week on the total amount of money raised. 
 

 
PE Kits 
 
It is essential that your child has their PE Kit in School on Tuesday & Thursday.  They will not be able 
to participate if they do not have the correct kit. 

https://www.blesseddominicprimary.co.uk/parents/covid-19-resources


Face to Face Meetings 
 
Due to restrictions imposed by the Government, we are unable to have face to face meetings with 
parents/carers at the present time.  Thank you for your co-operation. 
 
 

 
 

 
Traffic on Great Strand 

You will be aware of the significant traffic issues that we are experiencing at this point in time. The 

safety concerns outside our school have been reported to the council and are being treated as a 

priority. Senior Council Officers have been working through what can be put in place both in terms of 

short term and long term measures to deal with the risks raised. As soon as I have any news, I will let 

you know. In the meantime, I ask that everyone does ‘their bit’ to minimise risk by not walking on the 

road, parking responsibly and driving down Great Strand with the utmost care and attention.  Thank 

you in advance for your support.  

 

Collection of children 

When collecting your child, please queue on the yellow lines provided.  We cannot release children to 

parent/carers who are waiting in cars or standing in the road. You are putting the health and safety of 

your child and all other children within our school community at risk.   

Please ensure that you are on time to collect your children at the end of the day, as this will support 

other parents, some of whom may have a twenty minute wait between collecting siblings at present. 

We will continue to monitor timings, and would like to thank you for your support and co-operation. 

 

Blessed Dominic School PE Tracksuit – coming soon!!! 

I am delighted to announce that a school track suit will be available to buy ready for use after half 

term. Children will be required to wear their Blessed Dominic School tracksuit to school on their PE 

day. This has three main advantages:  

1. This will maximise their PE lesson time  

2. Reduce the chances of losing items of clothing including jumpers and ties.  

3. Reduce the number of children who forget their PE kit on a regular basis.  

Children will continue to wear their school sports shirt with the school logo. Information on how to 

purchase the school tracksuit will be issued shortly. 

 

Safeguarding 
 
Safeguarding and Child Protection at Blessed Dominic Catholic Primary School is everyone’s 
responsibility and is taken extremely seriously. 
If you have concerns regarding Safeguarding please contact the school office. 
Our school designated Safeguarding Officers are:  
Mrs Pears (Headteacher) 
Miss Sulis (Deputy Head) 
Miss Keegan (Assistant Head) 
Mrs D Sowa (Inclusion Lead 

 



Barnet Local Offer Information about local services and support for children and young people with 
special educational needs and disabilities can be found on our website under ‘Information for Parents’ 
https://www.barnetlocaloffer.org 

. 
 
 
Wednesday Word 
 
Due to Covid 19, the distribution of hard copies of the Wednesday Word are temporarily suspended. 
Please use the link below to access the weekly newsletter and celebrate the weekly gospel at home 
with your family.For interim online editions please visit: http://www.wednesdayword.org/ and simply 
click “Schools please click here for the Primary School version” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pupil Premium 
 
The school receives additional funding for some families. This funding is used to enhance your child’s 

learning in many different ways e.g. additional support, learning experiences and may help with 

payments for school trips. The funding is a vital part of the school’s budget so please read the criteria 

below. 

All children who currently qualify for free school based on their family circumstances are entitled to 

pupil premium. This applies if you receive any of the following benefits: 
 
Universal credit (provided you have a net income of £7400 or less) 
Income support 
Income-based jobseekers’ allowance 
Income-related employment and support allowance 
Support under Part IV of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
The guaranteed element of state pension credit 
Child tax credit, provided that you are not also entitled to working tax credit and have an annual gross 
income of £16,190 or less 
Children who are or have been in care, and children who have a parent who is or was in the armed 

forces, are also entitled to pupil premium. 

 
 
Online Safety at Blessed Dominic 

 

Children and young people’s lives have changed dramatically because of the coronavirus. With social 

distancing measures children will be spending more time at home and online. While the internet is a 

great way for children and young people to stay in touch with their friends it can also bring risks. Each 

week we will be sharing strategies, news and advice on how to keep your children safe online. 

Below is some useful information from the NSPCC. More advice van be found on their website: 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/kepping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-child-online-safety/ 

 

Screen time 

While many parents and carers may be worried about their children spending more time online during 

lockdown, it’s important to understand what they’re doing online rather than setting limits on their total 

screen time. 

https://www.barnetlocaloffer.org/
http://www.wednesdayword.org/


 

For example, a child may spend hours searching the internet, while another child may spend less time 

each day talking to people they don’t know on a livestreaming or video app. 

 

Asking them about the sites, apps and games they use regularly can be a great way to start a 

conversation and help you identify any risks in what your child’s doing online or who they may be 

talking to. We’ve got some great tips below to help get you started. 

You can also find online safety tips and information about social networks, apps and games for 

parents over on Net Aware. 

 

Explore sites and apps together 

Many children will find it hard not being able to see their friends or family in person, and video apps 

can be a great way for them to stay in touch during lockdown when used safely, but there are also 

risks for young people. 

 

It’s really important to help your child understand how to livestream and use video apps safely and 

make sure they’re speaking to people they know already. Net Aware has advice on livestreaming, 

including how to keep children safe on popular online apps such as Zoom, and WhatsApp. 

 

Social media safety 

Children are also likely to be spending more time on social media during coronavirus lockdown. While 

social media can be a good way for children and teenagers to stay in touch with friends they’re unable 

to see in person, it can also be unsafe. Children using social media may also be at greater risk of 

online abuse or online bullying during coronavirus lockdown. 

A recent NSPCC survey shows that children turning to social media because they’re feeling lonely or 

have poor mental health are at higher risk of being groomed online. 

Talking to your child about what they’re doing or sharing online can help you to understand any risks 

and keep them safe. Net Aware also has advice on popular social media sites and apps, including 

TikTok, Snapchat and Facebook. 

 
 

 
Ten Ten Resources | Catholic / Christian resources 
 
The ‘New Normal’ 

Going back to school after the summer holidays can feel like a very busy and often stressful time for 

many families. It’s a time of new beginnings: new classrooms, new teachers, new lessons, new 

schools, new uniform…the list goes on. But this year, school will feel even more different with a ‘new 

normal’ after the extended period of school closures. With new start times and new year group 

bubbles, there will be a lot of ‘new’ things for children and parents to get used to. 

In September every year, Ten Ten take time to refocus on Jesus.  Their resources for the start of term 

often invite children to consider Jesus’ invitation for them to follow Him through everything known and 

unknown that the year will bring. This seems more pertinent than ever this year, and so for this 

newsletter, we share with you an imaginative meditation that children will experience in the first week 

back of term. 

Click to play the recorded meditation below. 

https://vimeo.com/448834887 

 
 
 

https://vimeo.com/448834887


Star worker 
These pupils have either worked very hard or given good service to others this week and we want 
everyone to know about them. 
Bluebells   Raynell          
Daisies      David                  
Class 1B   Natalia       
Class 1D   Gabriela       
Class 2B   Sienna                     
Class 2D   Kaja                   
Class 3B   Breckin       
Class 3D   Jaiden                     
Class 4B   Yanis                     
Class 4D   Harry                    
Class 5B   Ayo                                             
Class 5D   Tyla        
Class 6B   Natnael                    
Class 6D  Tim 

Team Player 

The pupils named below have either shown sporting talent or shown how to be a good sport. We want 

you to know about them. 
 
Bluebells   Maria  
Daisies      Rhema       
Class 1B   Aadhish  
Class 1D   Arthur  
Class 2B   Owen 
Class 2D   Divine  
Class 3B   Daniel  
Class 3D   Alexandra 
Class 4B   Emilia 
Class 4D   Demi  
Class 5B   David C 
Class 5D   Stephanie  
Class 6B   Moses  
Class 6D   Raphael 

Sincere congratulations to all the children who achieved an award 

 

Diary Dates  
September 
New Nursery and Reception children arrivals                     Mon 14

th
 Onwards  

 
October 
Parent Consultations                                                                 Thurs 8th & Tues 13th Oct 
School Photos                                                                             Fri 9th Oct 
Black History Week                                                                    Mon 12th-16th Oct 
Half term holiday      Mon 26th Oct – Fri 30th Oct 
 
November 

Inset Day (no children)       Mon 2nd November 
Flu nasal vaccinations                                                                Tues 3rd Nov – All Day  
Anti-bullying workshop                                                             Mon 16th Nov 

 
 
Best Wishes and have a lovely weekend from, 
Mrs Pears, Miss Sulis and Miss Keegan. 


