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Friday 27th November 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
This coming Sunday marks the first Sunday of Advent. It is a time for reflection and prayer as well as 
a period of preparation. Please talk to your child about Advent and its significance in the lead up to 
Christmas. Next week, the children will present their Advent Promises during the virtual whole 
school Reconciliation Service and I know that they are determined to carry out these promises as 
best they can during this Advent Season.  
Our children are also preparing Advent and Christmas celebrations which they will share with you 
virtually in the coming weeks. (Please see diary dates). 
 

Wishing you all a restful and happy weekend.  
 
Mrs Pears, Miss Sulis and Miss Keegan. 
 
 

Advent 
This Sunday is the first Sunday of Advent. Advent is a special time when we get ready for the coming 
of Jesus. It is very exciting when we know that someone is coming to visit us. We make sure that we 
are ready when they come.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As we light this Advent candle, may its flame be a symbol of hope; its warmth be a symbol of God’s 
love for us; and may it inspire us to be people of compassion and integrity. 
We pray in the name of Jesus, who is the Light of the World. 
Amen. 
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Pope Francis Prayer Intentions:  
Pope Francis special intention for December 2020 is:  
For a life of prayer 
We pray that our personal relationship with Jesus Christ be nourished by the Word of God and a life 
of prayer. 
 
 
 
 
Mass 

Following the Government's current Lockdown guidelines, families are unable to attend Mass 
services. To ensure that you are able to virtually participate in services and share the Gospel with 
your family, Westminster Cathedral will be live streaming Mass' until Wednesday 2nd December. 
Mass will be held on Monday-Saturday at 9:00 or 5:30pm and the Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament will be shown from 10am to 3pm. 
On Sunday, Mass will be live streamed at 10.30am* and 5.30pm, with the Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament from 11:30-315pm and Solemn Vespers and Benediction: 3.30pm* 
Services marked with an * will be sung by members of Westminster Cathedral Choir. 
Please follow the link below: 
https://www.churchservices.tv/westminster 
"The pathway of prayer and service is the royal road we are to take as a gracious witness in our 
society today." 
Cardinal Vincent Nichols. 
 

Wednesday Word 

Due to Covid 19, the distribution of hard copies of the Wednesday Word are temporarily suspended. 

Please use the link below to access the weekly newsletter and celebrate the weekly gospel at home 

with your family.  For interim online editions please visit: http://www.wednesdayword.org/ and 

simply click “Schools please click here for the Primary School version” 

 

TenTen – Resources – November Newsletter and Christmas Crib 

Collective Worship resources for parents and families. Instead of a PDF newsletter, ‘Ten Ten’ are 
providing input via an attractive online parent newsletter. This will provide parents with more 
options to interactively engage with the prayers and the teaching provided through the Collective 
Worship programme 

https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/parent-newsletter/ 

http://www.tentenresources.co.uk/christmas  

Mary’s Meals                       

Thanks to everyone who supported the Mary’s Meals Fundraiser today. It is a wonderful charity and 

instead of donating clothes to Mary's Meals, the school took part in 'Double the Love' appeal. Mary’s 

Meals really appreciate your help during this challenging time. We will let you know next week how 

much money was raised. 

https://www.churchservices.tv/westminster
http://www.wednesdayword.org/
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/parent-newsletter/
http://www.tentenresources.co.uk/christmas


 

Prospective Nursery and Reception 2021-2022 

A Virtual tour of the Early Years Foundation Stage is now available for viewing. Please go to 

our school website and click onto ‘Our School’ and then the ‘Admissions’ tab. Alternatively 

please click on the link below which will take you directly to the video. You can also access 

the presentation slides on ‘How to make an application’ via the Admissions tab.  

Applicants for Nursery – Children born between September 2017 and August 2018  
Applicants for Reception - Children born between September 2016 and August 2017 
 

Please visit our website for further information and to download application forms. 
https://www.blesseddominicprimary.co.uk/our-school/admissions 
The closing date for applications is Tuesday 15th January 2021. 
 
SATs Information Presentation - virtual meeting 
A pre-recorded virtual SATs information meeting for parents and carers in Year 6 is available. A link 
has been sent to you enabling you to access this presentation.  
 
Pupil Wellbeing 

We have added some useful resources to our website to support your child during the pandemic.  
Please click on the link below to view: 
https://www.blesseddominicprimary.co.uk/parents/covid-19-resources 

 
 
Blessed Dominic School PE Tracksuit - Parent Pay Shop’ is now open 

You can order your Blessed Dominic school PE tracksuit using ‘Parent pay Shop@ or by clicking the 

following link:   https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=1131 ’.  

By investing in a school tracksuit, your child will be able to wear this to school on their PE day.  We 

are anticipating delays in delivery due to the ‘national lockdown’.  Tracksuits will be delivered and 

distributed to pupils by Friday 18th December. The children will be permitted to wear their new 

school PE tracksuit on their PE day week commencing Tuesday 5th January 2021. This will be 

confirmed nearer the time as will your child’s PE day. 

 

Coughs and Colds 

We are in the season of coughs and colds, all of which is normal for this time of year. Sneezing, a 
runny nose, sore throats are all associated symptoms of the common cold. This is not to be confused 
with symptoms of COVID 
 
Face mask compliance  

A huge thank you to the majority of parents and carers who are wearing face masks during drop off 

and pick up times. We want everyone to feel safe and comfortable as they drop off and pick up their 

child. School staff have been advised to avoid speaking with parents who are not wearing facemasks 

as this increases the chances of transmitting the virus. It is important that you move away quickly 

to allow queues to form for later drop off and pick up times. In order to protect the school 

community, the office staff will not be able to help you if you fail to wear a face mask Thank you 

for your co-operation.  

https://www.blesseddominicprimary.co.uk/our-school/admissions


 

Coronavirus  

What if my child has symptoms? 

If your child has symptoms of coronavirus (high temperature/hot to touch, new persistent cough, 

loss or change in sense of taste or smell) the child and their household need to follow the 

Government guidance on self-isolation home-guidance and arrange for your child to be tested (call 

119 or book through www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test). 

You also need to inform the school. 

Please click on the link below for stay at home guidance 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance  

For your child to be tested call 111 or book through https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test  

Please click on the link below for Government guidelines to social distancing 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-meeting-with-others-safely-

social-distancing/coronavirus-covid-19-meeting-with-others-safely-social-distancing  

Please click on the link below for Government guidelines for households with possible coronavirus 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-

guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection  

Please click on the link below for Government guidance for parents and carers about schools 

during the coronavirus 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-

years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-

outbreak?utm_source=12%20November%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&u

tm_campaign=DfE%20C19 

 

 

Pedestrian Walkway 

A pedestrian walkway has been created by installing barriers to enable free movement. This 

walkway is for pedestrians only and its purpose is to ease crowding at the beginning and end of the 

day. It is not a waiting area. Currently, some parents are waiting in this area and causing an 

obstruction forcing pedestrians to move onto the pavement where queuing parents are waiting.  

Please note, your child will only be dismissed to those waiting in the queue. I also ask that you only 

collect the children directly in your care and not the children of parents who are waiting nearby as 

this is causing significant congestion at the gate. Parents must join the appropriate queue when 

dropping off and picking up. Every child from Nursery to Year 6 must be accompanied by an adult 

with the exception of those children in Year 6 who have written permission from their parents to 

walk to school or travel home alone.   

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-meeting-with-others-safely-social-distancing/coronavirus-covid-19-meeting-with-others-safely-social-distancing
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-meeting-with-others-safely-social-distancing/coronavirus-covid-19-meeting-with-others-safely-social-distancing
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection


 

Safeguarding 

Safeguarding and Child Protection at Blessed Dominic Catholic Primary School is everyone’s 
responsibility and is taken extremely seriously. 
If you have concerns regarding Safeguarding please contact the school office. 
 
 
 
Our school designated Safeguarding Officers are:  
Mrs Pears (Headteacher) 
Miss Sulis (Deputy Head) 
Miss Keegan (Assistant Head) 
Mrs D Sowa (Inclusion Lead 
Barnet Local Offer Information about local services and support for children and young people with 
special educational needs and disabilities can be found on our website under ‘Information for Parents’ 
https://www.barnetlocaloffer.org 
 

 
Pupil Premium 
 

The school receives additional funding for some families. This funding is used to enhance your child’s 

learning in many different ways e.g. additional support, learning experiences and may help with 

payments for school trips. The funding is a vital part of the school’s budget so please read the 

criteria below. 

All children who currently qualify for free school based on their family circumstances are entitled to 
pupil premium. This applies if you receive any of the following benefits: 
Universal credit (provided you have a net income of £7400 or less) 
Income support 
Income-based jobseekers’ allowance 
Income-related employment and support allowance 
Support under Part IV of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
The guaranteed element of state pension credit 
Child tax credit, provided that you are not also entitled to working tax credit and have an annual 
gross income of £16,190 or less 
Children who are or have been in care, and children who have a parent who is or was in the armed 

forces, are also entitled to pupil premium. 

Online Safety at Blessed Dominic  

As a parent or carer you play a key role in helping your child to stay safe online. Children and young 

people’s lives have changed dramatically because of the coronavirus. With social distancing 

measures children will be spending more time at home and online. While the internet is a great way 

for children and young people to stay in touch with their friends it can also bring risks. Each week we 

will be sharing strategies, news and advice on conversation and help you identify any risks in what 

your child’s doing online or who they may be talking to. We’ve got some great tips below to help get 

you started. 

You can also find online safety tips and information about social networks, apps and games for 

parents over on Net Aware. 

Games Consoles 

Most game consoles are internet enabled. Which means your child can go online and chat with other 

players or make in-game purchases. Like with mobiles and tablets, the controls on your games 

console help you to manage what your child can and can’t do. 

https://www.barnetlocaloffer.org/


Set up different profiles for each family member. 

Deactivate the internet turn off chat functions to stop your child from talking to strangers. 

Explore sites and apps together 

Many children will find it hard not being able to see their friends or family in person, and video apps 

can be a great way for them to stay in touch during lockdown when used safely, but there are also 

risks for young people. 

It’s really important to help your child understand how to livestream and use video apps safely and 

make sure they’re speaking to people they know already. Net Aware has advice on livestreaming, 

including how to keep children safe on popular online apps such as Zoom, and WhatsApp. 

how to keep your children safe online. 

Below is some useful information from the NSPCC. More advice van be found on their website: 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/kepping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-child-online-safety/ 

Screen time 

It is important to understand what they’re doing online rather than setting limits on their total screen 

time. 

For example, a child may spend hours searching the internet, while another child may spend less time 

each day talking to people they don’t know on a livestreaming or video app. 

Asking them about the sites, apps and games they use regularly can be a great way to start a  

 

Social media safety 

Children are also likely to be spending more time on social media during coronavirus lockdown. While 

social media can be a good way for children and teenagers to stay in touch with friends they’re unable 

to see in person, it can also be unsafe. Children using social media may also be at greater risk of 

online abuse or online bullying during coronavirus lockdown. 

A recent NSPCC survey shows that children turning to social media because they’re feeling lonely or 

have poor mental health are at higher risk of being groomed online. 

Talking to your child about what they’re doing or sharing online can help you to understand any risks 

and keep them safe. Net Aware also has advice on popular social media sites and apps, including 

TikTok, Snapchat and Facebook. 

Please click on the link below to take you to our website under ‘Parents’ then ‘E-Safety’ for further 

help and information. 

https://www.blesseddominicprimary.co.uk/parents/e-safety 
 

Google Classroom Instructions for Parents - How to use our school’s Google 

Classroom 

We wish to work with you to extend the provision given to your child by providing more direct 

teacher input. To support you with this, we have invested in Google Classroom. 

Google Classroom is an educational tool, which will be used strictly for educational purposes. Each 
class has a page, which includes work for pupils to complete at home, links to helpful websites and 
educational videos to enhance our provision. It also provides a platform for pupils to keep in touch 
with their teacher during the scheduled lessons, which is so important whilst children are working 
remotely. 
Please view the link below 
https://www.blesseddominicprimary.co.uk/teaching-and-learning/remote-blended-learning 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/kepping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-child-online-safety/
https://www.blesseddominicprimary.co.uk/parents/e-safety
https://www.blesseddominicprimary.co.uk/teaching-and-learning/remote-blended-learning


 
 
Staying Safe and Stranger Danger Rules      9 ways to be safe while walking to school 

1. Look both ways and use zebra crossings.  
2. Never assume drivers can see you. Be alert and make eye contact with the driver. 
3. Look left, right and left again before crossing the street. 
4. Eyes up, phones down. 
5. Walk in a group. 
6. Walk on pavements or paths. 
7. Cross with an adult. 
8. Be a good role model. 
9. Be visible. 

Stranger danger 
 Never stop to talk to anyone on the way to school or going home from school. 
 Ignore any drivers who might slow down to speak to you. 
 Never accept a ride from anyone that is not expected to take you home. 
 Always tell a trusted adult if something has happened that upsets you or makes you feel 

uncomfortable. 

 
 
House Points 
 
ST ANTHONY: 1002 
 
ST BERNADETTE: 1048 
 
ST JAMES’: 1009  
 
ST MARGARET CLITHEROW: 1031 
 
 
Star worker 
These pupils have either worked very hard or given good service to others this week and we want 
everyone to know about them. 
Bluebells  Lianna       
Daisies      Abdul               
Class 1B    Riley     
Class 1D    Elisabeta       
Class 2B    Milan                    
Class 2D    Kaejaun                  
Class 3B    Josephine      
Class 3D    Etgen                      
Class 4B    Theo                    
Class 4D    Harry                  
Class 5B    Whole Class                                            
Class 5D    Whole Class     
Class 6B    Ranee                  
Class 6D    Chloe 

 
 
 



Team Player 
The pupils named below have either shown sporting talent or shown how to be a good sport. We want 

you to know about them. 

Bluebells  Beatrice 
Daisies      Malachi 
Class 1B   David  
Class 1D   Sara  
Class 2B   Edward 
Class 2D   Melissa 
Class 3B   Pietro 
Class 3D   Mya 
Class 4B   Monalisa 
Class 4D   Aiden 
Class 5B    Aminata 
Class 5D   Christine 
Class 6B   Laurel 
Class 6D  Naveyah   

Sincere congratulations to all the children who achieved an award 

 

CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY 
Friday 11th December 2020 

The charity supported by this event this year is 

 

 

 

 
 

For a donation of £2.00, we would like your child to wear a Christmas Jumper on Friday 11th 
December to support this worthy charity. 

If your child doesn’t have a Christmas jumper, they can wear a jumper of their choice. They 
will also be allowed to wear casual trousers, jeans or leggings with their jumper. 

 

Diary Dates  

November 
Monday 30th November 2020 - Year 6 Battle of Britain session interactive from the RAF Museum                   
December 

Wednesday 2nd December – Year 3 Virtual History Workshop - Stone age 
Friday 4th December 2020 - Advent Reconciliation Service 
Tuesday 8th December 2020- - Virtual Phonics Workshop – Reception 
Tuesday 8th December 2020 – WW2 Christmas virtual workshop – Year 5 and 6 
Wednesday 9th December 2020 - Virtual Reception Nativity 
Thursday 10th December   2020 - Virtual KS1 Nativity 
Friday 11th December 2020 – Christmas Jumper Day 
Monday 14th December 2020 - Virtual Nursery Nativity 
Tuesday 15h December 2020 – Year 3 and 4 Carol Concert 
Wednesday 16th December 2020 – Year 5 and 6 Carol Concert 
Wednesday 16th December 2020 – Christmas Dinner 
Friday 18th December 2020 – Last day of term 



Fire Safety Workshops in Years 2 and 5 
Last week both Year 2 and Year 5 had a Fire Safety Workshop online with the London Fire Brigade. 
The children looked at the top 5 causes of a fire in the house. Did you know that cooking equipment 
is responsible for most fires in the home? The children learnt the importance of being prepared, with 
the first step being making sure you have a smoke alarm in your house.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KS1 Barnet Music Festival  
Year 2 also enjoyed taking part in the KS1 Barnet Festival last Friday. They joined together with other 
Barnet schools online from their classrooms. This year ‘BEAT Infant Music Festivals’ devised events 
that responded to the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic whilst allowing to deliver an event that 
schools and children value and cherish. The children used skills by listening, playing instruments or 
objects, responding to music with movement and musical composition activities. 
A big Thank you to Miss Rumi our Music Teacher   


