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Friday 6th November 2020 

 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 

Welcome back everyone. It’s such a joy to see all your children looking happy and rested. We now 

find ourselves in a second lockdown but I am delighted that schools continue to remain open for our 

enthusiastic children. During the month of November, we remember all those who have died. We 

think about our loved ones who are now with God in heaven and all those who have died in wars 

across the world. This coming Sunday is Remembrance Sunday, when we remember those who 

fought in wars and sacrificed their lives.  Next Friday, we will hold a virtual remembrance service in 

school and each class will have the opportunity to present their book of remembrance containing 

prayers and poems dedicated to family members and friends who are no longer with us.  

Wishing you all a peaceful weekend     Mrs Pears, Miss Sulis and Miss Keegan. 
 
 

Loving God, you are close to those who call on you. 
Be with us, as we mourn the loss of family and friends. 

Comfort us by your promise of eternal life. 
We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. 

 
 

Coughs and Colds 
We are moving into the season of coughs and colds all of which is normal for this time of year. 
Sneezing, a runny nose, sore throats are all associated symptoms of the common cold. This is not to 
be confused with symptoms of COVID 
 
COVID Symptoms  
These are:- 

 A temperature of 37.8 degrees and above 

 A new continuous cough 

 A loss of either taste or smell or both 
Definition of a new, continuous cough. This is three continuous coughs within an hour that are severe 

and long enough that the person cannot talk whilst coughing. 

 

Face mask compliance  

A huge thank you to the majority of parents and carers who are wearing face masks during drop off 

and pick up times. We want everyone to feel safe and comfortable as they drop off and pick up their 

child. School staff have been advised to avoid speaking with parents who are not wearing facemasks 

as this increases the chances of transmitting the virus. It is important that you move away quickly 

to allow queues to form for later drop off and pick up times. Thank you for your co-operation.  

http://www.blesseddominicprimary.co.uk/


Pedestrian Walkway 

A pedestrian walkway has been created by installing barriers to enable free movement. This 

walkway is for pedestrians only and its purpose is to ease crowding at the beginning and end of the 

day. It is not a waiting area. Currently, some parents are waiting in this area and causing an 

obstruction forcing pedestrians to move onto the pavement where queuing parents are waiting.  

Please note, your child will only be dismissed to those waiting in the queue. I also ask that you only 

collect the children directly in your care and not the children of parents who are waiting nearby as 

this is causing significant congestion at the gate. Parents must join the appropriate queue when 

dropping off and picking up. Every child from Nursery to Year 6 must be accompanied by an adult 

with the exception of those children in Year 6 who have written permission from their parents to 

walk to school or travel home alone.   

 

Prospective Nursery and Reception 2021-2022 

A Virtual tour of the Early Years Foundation Stage is now available for viewing. Please go to 

our school website and click onto ‘Our School’ and then the ‘Admissions’ tab. Alternatively 

please click on the link below which will take you directly to the video. You can also access 

the presentation slides on ‘How to make an application’ via the Admissions tab.  

Nursery –    September 2017 and August 2018  
Reception - September 2016 and August 2017 
 

Please visit our website for further information and to download application forms. 
https://www.blesseddominicprimary.co.uk/our-school/admissions 
 
 
SATs Information Presentation - virtual meeting 
A pre-recorded virtual SATs information meeting for parents and carers in Year 6 will be available 
from Thursday 12th November. A link will be sent to you enabling you to access the presentation.  

 

Pupil Wellbeing 

We have added some useful resources to our website to support your child during the pandemic.  
Please click on the link below to view: 
https://www.blesseddominicprimary.co.uk/parents/covid-19-resources 

 
Blessed Dominic School PE Tracksuit - Parent Pay Shop’ is now open 

You can  order your Blessed Dominic school PE tracksuit using ‘Parent pay Shop@’. By investing in a 

school tracksuit, your child will be able to wear this to school on their PE day. The children will be 

permitted to wear their new school PE tracksuit on their PE day week commencing Monday 23rd 

November. This will be confirmed this nearer the time as will your child’s PE day. 

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=1131    

 
Safeguarding 
 
Safeguarding and Child Protection at Blessed Dominic Catholic Primary School is everyone’s 
responsibility and is taken extremely seriously. 
If you have concerns regarding Safeguarding please contact the school office. 
 

https://www.blesseddominicprimary.co.uk/our-school/admissions
https://www.blesseddominicprimary.co.uk/parents/covid-19-resources
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=1131


Our school designated Safeguarding Officers are:  
Mrs Pears (Headteacher) 
Miss Sulis (Deputy Head) 
Miss Keegan (Assistant Head) 
Mrs D Sowa (Inclusion Lead 
Barnet Local Offer Information about local services and support for children and young people with 
special educational needs and disabilities can be found on our website under ‘Information for Parents’ 
https://www.barnetlocaloffer.org 
 

 

Pupil Premium 
 

The school receives additional funding for some families. This funding is used to enhance your child’s 

learning in many different ways e.g. additional support, learning experiences and may help with 

payments for school trips. The funding is a vital part of the school’s budget so please read the 

criteria below. 

All children who currently qualify for free school based on their family circumstances are entitled to 
pupil premium. This applies if you receive any of the following benefits: 
Universal credit (provided you have a net income of £7400 or less) 
Income support 
Income-based jobseekers’ allowance 
Income-related employment and support allowance 
Support under Part IV of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
The guaranteed element of state pension credit 
Child tax credit, provided that you are not also entitled to working tax credit and have an annual 
gross income of £16,190 or less 
Children who are or have been in care, and children who have a parent who is or was in the armed 

forces, are also entitled to pupil premium. 

 

 

Online Safety at Blessed Dominic  

 

As a parent or carer you play a key role in helping your child to stay safe online. Children and young 

people’s lives have changed dramatically because of the coronavirus. With social distancing 

measures children will be spending more time at home and online. While the internet is a great way 

for children and young people to stay in touch with their friends it can also bring risks. Each week we 

will be sharing strategies, news and advice on how to keep your children safe online. 

Below is some useful information from the NSPCC. More advice van be found on their website: 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/kepping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-child-online-safety/ 

 

Screen time 

It is important to understand what they’re doing online rather than setting limits on their total screen 

time. 

For example, a child may spend hours searching the internet, while another child may spend less time 

each day talking to people they don’t know on a livestreaming or video app. 

Asking them about the sites, apps and games they use regularly can be a great way to start a 

conversation and help you identify any risks in what your child’s doing online or who they may be 

talking to. We’ve got some great tips below to help get you started. 

You can also find online safety tips and information about social networks, apps and games for 

parents over on Net Aware. 

 

https://www.barnetlocaloffer.org/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/kepping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-child-online-safety/


Games Consoles 

Most game consoles are internet enabled. Which means your child can go online and chat with other 

players or make in-game purchases. Like with mobiles and tablets, the controls on your games 

console help you to manage what your child can and can’t do. 

Set up different profiles for each family member. 

Deactivate the internet turn off chat functions to stop your child from talking to strangers. 

 

Explore sites and apps together 

Many children will find it hard not being able to see their friends or family in person, and video apps 

can be a great way for them to stay in touch during lockdown when used safely, but there are also 

risks for young people. 

It’s really important to help your child understand how to livestream and use video apps safely and 

make sure they’re speaking to people they know already. Net Aware has advice on livestreaming, 

including how to keep children safe on popular online apps such as Zoom, and WhatsApp. 

 

Social media safety 

Children are also likely to be spending more time on social media during coronavirus lockdown. While 

social media can be a good way for children and teenagers to stay in touch with friends they’re unable 

to see in person, it can also be unsafe. Children using social media may also be at greater risk of 

online abuse or online bullying during coronavirus lockdown. 

A recent NSPCC survey shows that children turning to social media because they’re feeling lonely or 

have poor mental health are at higher risk of being groomed online. 

Talking to your child about what they’re doing or sharing online can help you to understand any risks 

and keep them safe. Net Aware also has advice on popular social media sites and apps, including 

TikTok, Snapchat and Facebook. 

 

Please click on the link below to take you to our website under ‘Parents’ then ‘E-Safety’ for further 

help and information. 

https://www.blesseddominicprimary.co.uk/parents/e-safety 
 

Google Classroom Instructions for Parents - How to use our school’s Google Classroom 

We wish to work with you to extend the provision given to your child by providing more direct 
teacher input. To support you with this, we have invested in Google Classroom. 
  
Google Classroom is an educational tool, which will be used strictly for educational purposes. Each 
class has a page, which includes work for pupils to complete at home, links to helpful websites and 
educational videos to enhance our provision. It also provides a platform for pupils to keep in touch 
with their teacher during the scheduled lessons, which is so important whilst children are working 
remotely. 
  
Please view the link below 
https://www.blesseddominicprimary.co.uk/teaching-and-learning/remote-blended-learning  

 

Anti-Bullying Workshop 

We are delighted to inform you that on Monday 16th November 2020 ‘Open- view Education’ will be 
providing Interactive & Inclusive anti-bullying videos and resources for your children to safely watch 
in their classrooms. On this day we are also encouraging the children to wear ‘Odd Socks’ as a 
symbol of Anti Bullying week.  Please log on to Parent Pay to give your consent for the videos and 
to pay £2. 

https://www.blesseddominicprimary.co.uk/parents/e-safety
https://www.blesseddominicprimary.co.uk/teaching-and-learning/remote-blended-learning


First Holy Communion 

I would like to congratulate the children who recently made their 1st Holy Communion. I hope you 
had a happy and holy day. I would also like to congratulate all those children who made their 1st Holy 
Communion in other parishes. 
 
Wednesday Word 
 
Due to Covid 19, the distribution of hard copies of the Wednesday Word are temporarily suspended. 
Please use the link below to access the weekly newsletter and celebrate the weekly gospel at home 
with your family.  For interim online editions please visit: http://www.wednesdayword.org/ and 
simply click “Schools please click here for the Primary School version” 
House Points 

ST ANTHONY:  404 
ST BERNADETTE: 417 
ST JAMES’: 442   
ST MARGARET CLITHEROW: 432 
 
Star worker 
These pupils have either worked very hard or given good service to others this week and we want 
everyone to know about them. 
Bluebells   Oliver       
Daisies      Christian                 
Class 1B    Gabriel      
Class 1D    Wiktoria       
Class 2B    Justin                    
Class 2D    Ethan                  
Class 3B    Kiran       
Class 3D   Christopher                     
Class 4B   Tomi                    
Class 4D   Junior                  
Class 5B   Stefan                                            
Class 5D   Emmanuel       
Class 6B   Milosz                   
Class 6D   Diana 

 
Team Player 

The pupils named below have either shown sporting talent or shown how to be a good sport. We want 

you to know about them. 
 
Bluebells   Raynell 
Daisies      Nicholas 
Class 1B    Jacob  
Class 1D    Immanuel  
Class 2B    Mia 
Class 2D    Alexi 
Class 3B    Kevin, Filip & Sean 
Class 3D   Emily   
Class 4B    Blanka 
Class 4D    Aeris  
Class 5B    Alessio 
Class 5D    Aleksa 
Class 6B    Elirton  
Class 6D    Michal 

Sincere congratulations to all the children who achieved an award 

http://www.wednesdayword.org/


 
Staying Safe and Stranger Danger Rules      9 ways to be safe while walking to school 

1. Look both ways and use zebra crossings.  
2. Never assume drivers can see you. Be alert and make eye contact with the driver. 
3. Look left, right and left again before crossing the street. 
4. Eyes up, phones down. 
5. Walk in a group. 
6. Walk on pavements or paths. 
7. Cross with an adult. 
8. Be a good role model. 
9. Be visible. 

Stranger danger 
 Never stop to talk to anyone on the way to school or going home from school. 
 Ignore any drivers who might slow down to speak to you. 
 Never accept a ride from anyone that is not expected to take you home. 
 Always tell a trusted adult if something has happened that upsets you or makes you feel 

uncomfortable. 
 
 
 
 Black History Month   
During the month of October, all children took part in activities to celebrate Black History Month. Each year group 

explored the life of a significant artist producing some fascinating work.  

The children enjoy this annual event a great deal and each year show that they are learning more about equality 
and diversity through positive role models. 
                                                                         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Diary Dates  
 
November 

Presentation of class remembrance books   Fri 13th Nov  

Anti-Bullying Workshop                                    Mon 16th Nov 

 


