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Dear Parent(s)/Carer(s), 

 

We are delighted to welcome your child into Year 5 and look forward to an exciting, happy and 

successful academic year. It has been wonderful to see the children back in school. They have 

made a fantastic start to the term and are happy to be reunited with their friends. We hope 

you will find the following information useful and that it will help you to support your child’s 

learning during the Autumn term. Please regularly check our class pages for up to date 

information and a blog to see what the children are up to in class. 

 

R.E 

 

Your child will be studying two topics in Religious Education.   (Please see the RE Newsletter 

for details.) 

 

English – Writing & Reading 

 

The children will start the year by studying two fiction texts, Here We Are and Eric. The 

children have responded well to Here We Are and have enjoyed learning about the complex world 

we live in. In Autumn 2, children will explore the charm and challenge of Roald Dahl specifically 

focusing on ‘The Witches’. If possible, please encourage your children to read the original 

version of the story at home, as this will be of great benefit. 

 

We will aim to have at least one piece of extended writing per week, which the children will 

build on and have time to plan thoroughly. In Year 5, there is a significant emphasis on 

grammar and spellings, focusing on learning rules and patterns, rather than a set word list 

each week. 

  

Your child will take home an Oxford Reading Tree book. It is crucial that your child reads every 

night at home. We expect at least 20 minutes reading a day and for you to sign and make a 

comment in your child’s reading log book once a week based on their understanding of the text. 

Oxford Reading Tree books will be changed once a week depending on the child’s reading day. In 

class, we will be working on comprehension skills and activities through our ‘Resilient Reader’ 

lessons. 

       

Handwriting 

 

Your child will practise the cursive style handwriting at school in line with the Nelson 

handwriting scheme. It is the expectation that they should use joined-up writing and present 

their work to a high-standard. Please encourage children to use the cursive style of 

handwriting in their homework books as well. Please be aware that children are to use pencil in 

their homework books, unless they have a ‘pen licence’. These will be awarded to children who 

consistently demonstrate a neat cursive style of handwriting across their class books/work. 

For home practice, please use https://teachhandwriting.co.uk/ to find a variety of helpful 

handwriting resources. 

https://teachhandwriting.co.uk/


 

Mathematics 

 

This term focus will be placed upon place value, time, percentages, decimals and fractions, 

angles and co-ordinates. Throughout each topic, children will consolidate the Year 4 National 

Curriculum objectives so that they have a secure understanding and are then able to master 

the Year 5 objectives. Problem solving skills will be developed through all aspects of maths, 

which will be linked to our topics and will give children opportunities to use their mathematical 

skills in context.  Written methods for all four operations will be reinforced, especially 

multiplication and division. 

 

By the end of Year 4, children are expected to know their times tables up to 12 x 12. We will 

practise them in class, but please also encourage your children to regularly practise their times 

tables at home. A secure understanding of their times tables will support your child’s learning 

in many other mathematical concepts that will be covered throughout the year. 

 

The children will have opportunities to see how their Maths learning can be applied in the real 

world. They will apply their learning through games and investigations. Maths lessons will be 

linked to other areas of the curriculum, wherever possible. 

 

Science 

 

Our Science topic this term is ‘Earth and Beyond’, which links skilfully to our English text, Here 

We Are. The children will be finding out fascinating facts about the Sun, Moon and Earth and 

develop an understanding of day and night, the four seasons and the Moon’s phases. The Sun 

and the planets making up our Solar System are investigated, along with the other stars in 

their constellation. 

 

History and Geography 

 

Our topic this term is ‘Living Through a Global Pandemic’. We will explore how we are currently 

living through a key moment in history. The children will study the impact of Covid-19 across 

the world, as well as the positives that have emerged through such a difficult time. This 

topic will link closely to our PSHE sessions as children settle into the ‘new normal’ and will 

explore emotional literacy, so that they are able to effectively communicate and understand 

their thoughts and feelings.  

 

Computing 

 

Year 5 will be using computer resources regularly across subjects for research purposes and to 

creatively produce class work. We will be learning to develop our coding through programming on 

‘Scratch’ using both iPads and laptops. A key part of the computing curriculum will be online 

safety, particularly with social media and why age ratings are important to follow.  www.net-

aware.org.uk is a great resource for adults to help keep on top of internet safety and ensure 

that your child enjoys the internet safely.  

 

PE 

 

http://www.net-aware.org.uk/
http://www.net-aware.org.uk/


PE will be every Thursday afternoon this term. Please ensure that your child has the correct 

PE kit in school on this day and it is labelled with their name. PE kits will not be stored in school 

as they need to be washed each week. Children are allowed to bring in a small roll-on deodorant 

to use whilst changing after PE (not an aerosol). 

 

Children will also have Spanish lessons on Wednesday that will be taught by Ms Heras. 

Music lessons will take place on Thursday and will be taught by Ms Rumi.   

 

Homework  

 

Homework will be set daily (Monday to Friday) and must be completed and returned to school. 

Your child is expected to read and practise their tables and spellings every day.  

For Autumn 1, the Wednesday Word newsletter will available on the class page. Please make a 

note in your child’s planner if you are not able to access the newsletter online. Please discuss 

this homework with your child as they complete it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your child also has access to a range of online resources, including Mathletics, Times Tables 

Rock Stars, Readiwriter, Reading Eggs and SPAG.com 

 

Homework may be set on these platforms, but please encourage your child to access these 

resources regularly.  

 

Covid-19 

 

Children have embraced the ‘new normal’ and have adjusted well to the new school routines. 

They have been introduced and are aware of our ‘Bubble Rules’ and that they have a 

responsibility to help to keep themselves and others safe. Due to the current situation, water 

fountains are unable to be used. Please ensure your child brings a labelled water bottle to 

school each day.  

 

Thank you for your ongoing support. If you have any queries or concerns, please do not 

hesitate to contact us through your child’s planner.  

 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

Miss Smart and Miss Fint 
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