
 

 

Year 6 Autumn Term Curriculum Letter 

                             September 2020 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

Welcome back to a new and important school year! It’s been lovely to see everyone back in school 

and we wish to welcome you to year 6. Thank you for your patience and understanding regarding 

the new routines. Children have embraced the ‘new normal’ and are fully aware of our class 

‘Bubble Rules’ to keep themselves and each other safe (these are available to view on the 

class pages on the school website). This newsletter will inform you of our curriculum coverage 

this year, as well as provide information about homework, PE kits and after-school clubs.  

Curriculum coverage: 

RE 

This term your child will be studying two topics in Religious Education. (Please see the RE 

Newsletter for details.) 

English – Reading and Writing 

It is crucial that your child reads every night at home. Your child will have the opportunity to 

change their book twice a week (this is supervised by an adult). They are expected to read 

every night for a minimum of 20 minutes. This can include a variety of reading material in 

addition to their home reader from school. We would like you to sign your child’s reading log book 

each evening after listening to them read as well as making one comment in the log book once a 

week. Please discuss the text with them ask them questions to test their understanding. If 

you require any advice or any resources of the types of questions to ask, please note this in your 

child’s journal.   

Year 6 children will be studying two fiction texts, ‘Here We Are’ and ‘Eric’, in Autumn 1. In 

Autumn 2 we will be studying the marvellous novel “Goodnight Mister Tom” which links well to 

our creative learning topic “World Wars” as the novel is set during World War 2.  

Children will have a weekly English comprehension lesson, as this will ensure they are able to 

interpret different types of texts. We will also have regular lessons on spelling, punctuation and 

grammar (SPAG).  Children will be tested on both of these subjects for their end of year SATs 

and we would encourage parents to support this learning at home. 

We aim to complete at least one piece of extended writing per week (across curriculum 

subjects). Children will be given time to plan thoroughly to ensure that their writing meets the 

expected standard. Between now and the end of term, year 6 children will be writing character 

descriptions, non-chronological reports, recounts, persuasion texts and setting descriptions. 

Handwriting  

Your child will practise the cursive style handwriting at school and in their homework, in line 

with the Nelson Handwriting Scheme and the expectation is that they should use joined-up 

writing. For home practice, please use https://teachhandwriting.co.uk/ to find a variety of 

helpful handwriting resources.  

https://teachhandwriting.co.uk/


All children are working towards a new pen licence. Children will achieve their licence when they 

consistently demonstrate cursive handwriting which follows the Nelson Handwriting Scheme. In 

addition to correctly joined letters, children must be able to sustain this high level of automatic 

cursive handwriting within all pieces of writing, particularly extended written work.  

 

 

 

Maths 

Between now and Christmas, year 6 will be studying a variety of topics. The children will be 

consolidating the year 5 objectives to ensure they have firm mathematical foundations to 

attempt the year 6 objectives. We are currently looking at place value, investigating the value 

of digits, comparing and ordering numbers and reading and writing numbers up to ten million. We 

will move on to such topics as multiplication and division, addition and subtraction, shape, angles, 

fractions and decimals in the coming weeks. 

 

The children are expected to practise their times tables (i.e. up to 12 x 12) regularly, as this 

will help them with other mathematical concepts. We will be practising them in class, but 

further learning at home would be of great benefit to their progress. 

 

Science  

Our Science topic term is ‘Light and Electricity’. Children will be learning to think scientifically 

through a range of investigations and practical activities.  Within this topic, children will study 

what light is and how it travels. They will learn how to represent simple circuits in a diagram, 

using recognised symbols. The children will construct various circuits and test out different 

components (such as buzzers, motors and switches).  

 

 

History and Geography 

Our theme this term is “Keep Safe – Living through a Pandemic”. We will explore the impact of 

Coronavirus across the world and the management of Coronavirus. We will compare this 

pandemic with a previous pandemic (The Great Plague) as well as investigate the development 

of vaccines using a study of Alexander Fleming. As a class we will explore the role of Key Workers 

and their impact on fighting COVID-19.  

 

Computing 

Your child will continue to build on their ICT skills learned previously. Our first unit is called ‘We 

Are App Planners’. This will see children research, design and market an app of their choice. 

They will also present their work to each other. By the end of the unit, children should be able 

to understand what apps can do, understand how apps can be used to solve problems and 

incorporate GPS technology into their devices.  

 

Within our creative learning lessons we will use Microsoft Word programmes such as Excel to 

show graphical representations of statistics. 

 

PE 

 

 Day Description 

Wednesday PE Kit 



 

Year 6 children have PE every Wednesday afternoon this term. Please ensure PE kits are in on 

this day. PE kits will not be stored in school as they need to be washed each week. Children are 

allowed to bring in a small roll-on deodorant to use whilst changing after PE. (Not a spray) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Homework  

Homework will be set daily (Monday to Friday). It must be returned on the designated day 

below. Homework is designed to reinforce prior learning or encourage independent enquiry.  It is 

not intended to be too onerous. Please feel free to comment in your child’s planner to draw 

attention to any difficulties or successes your child may have had with their tasks.  

 

Homework is expected to be completed to the same standard as work in class. Children may be 

asked to fix homework if it does not match up to what they produce in class.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this curriculum overview, if you have any questions 

please contact the class teacher through your child’s planner.  

 

Kindest regards, 



Ms Ford 

Miss Patel 

 

 

 


