
 

 

Year 6 Spring Term Curriculum Letter 

                             January 2021 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

Welcome back! This newsletter will inform you of our curriculum coverage this year, as well as 

provide information about homework, PE kits and after-school clubs. Throughout this term, we 

will be responding to governmental guidance on home learning, social distancing and face to face 

teaching (within our bubble).  

Curriculum coverage: 

RE 

This term your child will be studying two topics in Religious Education. (Please see the RE 

Newsletter for details.) 

English – Reading and Writing 

It is crucial that your child reads every night at home. Your child will have the opportunity to 

change their book twice a week (this is supervised by an adult). They are expected to read 

every night for a minimum of 20 minutes. This can include a variety of reading material in 

addition to their home reader from school. We would like you to sign your child’s reading log book 

each evening after listening to them read as well as making one comment in the log book once a 

week. Please discuss the text with them ask them questions to test their understanding. If 

you require any advice or any resources of the types of questions to ask, please note this in your 

child’s journal.   

Year 6 children will be studying two texts, ‘The Giant’s Necklace’ in Autumn 1. In Autumn 2 we 

will be studying ‘Shackleton’s Journey”. We aim to complete at least one piece of extended 

writing per week (across curriculum subjects). Children will be given time to plan thoroughly to 

ensure that their writing meets the expected standard. Between now and the end of term, 

year 6 children will be writing character descriptions, non-chronological reports, recounts, 

persuasive speeches and a newspaper report. 

Children will have a weekly English comprehension lesson, as this will ensure they are able to 

interpret different types of texts. We will also have regular lessons on spelling, punctuation and 

grammar (SPAG).  Children will be tested on both on these areas within their end of year 

SATs assessments, and we would encourage parents to support this learning at home. 

Handwriting  

Your child will practise the cursive style handwriting at school and in their homework, in line 

with the Nelson Handwriting Scheme and the expectation is that they should use joined-up 

writing. For home practice, please use https://teachhandwriting.co.uk/ to find a variety of 

helpful handwriting resources.  

All children are working towards a new pen licence. Children will achieve their licence when they 

consistently demonstrate cursive handwriting which follows the Nelson Handwriting Scheme. In 

addition to correctly joined letters, children must be able to sustain this high level of automatic 

cursive handwriting within all pieces of writing, particularly extended written work.  

https://teachhandwriting.co.uk/


During periods of home learning most work will be required to be submitted online, as a result 

children will have fewer opportunities to scribe their work. Therefore it is increasingly 

important that the children continue to practise their cursive handwriting at home under 

parental supervision. Habitual practise is required to ensure handwriting is neat and improves 

and it is these proactive attitudes that will ensure your child receives their pen licence.  

 

 

Maths 

Within Maths this term we will continue to revise all the four operations within our arithmetic 

sessions. The children are expected to practise their times tables (i.e. up to 12 x 12) regularly, 

as this will help them with other mathematical concepts. It is the utmost importance that 

the children are confident with these times tables as this will develop their mental recall, 

necessary for their Arithmetic paper. Every children should complete 15-20 minutes, each day, 

on Times Table Rockstars to support their understanding. Much like the reading, this will be 

monitored by the class teacher on a daily basis and parents are asked to sign their child’s diary 

once the activity has been completed.  

Across the Spring term, year 6 will be studying a variety of topics. The children will be revising 

some previous years objectives to embed their mathematical foundations. We will explore the 

relationship between fractions, decimals and percentages, consider the area, perimeter and 

volume of 2D and 3D shapes, understand the properties of circles and triangles, explore how to 

calculate angles from known information and consider the ratio and proportion between two or 

more variables.  

 

 

Science  

Our Science topics this term are ‘Our Bodies’ and ‘Animals including Humans’. Children will be 

learning to think scientifically through a range of investigations and practical activities. 

Through the Our Bodies topic, we will learn about the different systems in our body, exploring 

the circulatory system in more detail, consider how we should fuel our bodies to keep healthy 

and distinguish between harmful and helpful chemicals humans use. Within our Animals including 

Humans topic we will look at how different animals are classified, compare species and consider 

how the environment supports or hinders the lifestyle of different species.  

 

History and Geography 

This term will be exploring the ancient civilisation of the Greeks. We will read their Myths, 

create a timeline of key historical events, learn about their lifestyle and create artwork based 

on their examples. In the second half of this term we will explore the Rainforest, in particular 

the Amazon. We will describe the habit, the climate, and the species of animals you might find 

there. We will also consider the effects of deforestation and the impact it has on the world 

today.  

 

Computing 

Your child will continue to build on their ICT skills learned previously in a cross curricular manner. 

They will use virtual reality, Windows based programmes and tablets, to record, access and 

discover more about the topics we are looking at this term.  

PE 

Day Description 



 

 

 

Year 6 children have PE every Thursday afternoon this term. Please ensure PE kits are in on 

this day. PE kits will not be stored in school as they need to be washed each week. Children are 

allowed to bring in a small roll-on deodorant to use before/after PE. (Not a spray) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Homework  

Homework will be set daily (Monday to Friday). It must be returned on the designated day 

below. Homework is designed to reinforce prior learning or encourage independent enquiry.  It is 

not intended to be too onerous. Please feel free to comment in your child’s planner to draw 

attention to any difficulties or successes your child may have had with their tasks.  

 

Homework is expected to be completed to the same standard as work in class. Children may be 

asked to fix homework if it does not match up to what they produce in class.  

 

 
 

 

 

Thursday PE Kit – please see 

newsletters for details on 

tracksuits 



Thank you for taking the time to read this curriculum overview, if you have any questions 

please contact the class teacher through your child’s planner.  

 

Kindest regards, 

Ms Ford 

Miss Patel 

 

 

 


