
BLESSED DOMINIC CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
http://www.blesseddominicprimary.co.uk/  

@BlessedDomSch 

Friday 6th February 2021 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Earlier this week, we heard about the passing of Sir Captain Tom Moore who had become a 

national hero and a beacon of light during the height of the pandemic last April 2020.  His 

resilience, courage and optimism heralded him as an inspiration to us all as he put others 

first at a time of national crisis. Sir Captain Tom Moore spoke about supporting one another 

during these challenging times and looking forward to a brighter future together.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

“We will get through it in the end but it might take time, but at 

the end of the day we shall all be OK again… the sun will shine 

on you again and the clouds will go away and together we can 

ensure that tomorrow will be a good day.” 

Capt. Sir Tom speaking about the coronavirus pandemic in April 
2020. 

 
All the darkness in the world cannot extinguish the light of a single candle. 

– Francis of Assisi 

 
May he rest in Peace 

 

 

 

 

Wishing you a restful weekend. 

Mrs Pears and Miss Sulis 

http://www.blesseddominicprimary.co.uk/


Remote Learning after Half Term 

Following the Prime Minister’s recent announcement that it will not be possible to resume face-to-

face learning immediately after the February half-term, Boris Johnson still hopes that it will be safe 

to commence the reopening of schools and colleges from Monday 8 March. This is in response to the 

national public health data and pressure on NHS capacity. This date is a possibility, but not set in 

stone and is dependent on infection rates and hospital admissions. Although infection rates are 

going down, over 32,000 people are currently in hospital which is higher than in the first peak. 

Therefore, we must wait for further information and Government guidance.  We know that 

Education settings, as well as pupils, parents and carers will be given at least two weeks’ notice to 

prepare for a return to face to-face education. Schools and colleges will remain open to vulnerable 

children and young people and the children of critical workers after February half-term, as they are 

now. The Nursery will open as usual on Monday 22nd February. The February half term dates are: 

Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February 2021 (please note, the school will be closed to all 

pupils during the half term week).   

After half term, we will continue to provide the existing online offer via Tapestry or Google 

classrooms. We would like to thank all children and families for their perseverance and commitment 

to engaging in the online learning offer, which we feel is strong, and encourage you to continue to 

do your best, until face to face teaching and learning can begin again. I would also like to extend my 

thanks to the fabulous teachers and support staff for their excellent preparation, delivery and 

supervision over this period.  

 

Candlemas 
On Tuesday, February 2nd, the Church marked the feast of Candlemas, or the Presentation of the 
Lord. This marks 40 days since Christmas and the end of the Christmas period in the Church. The 
Gospel of Luke says that Jesus was met in the temple by Anna and Simeon. Simeon held the baby 
Jesus and called him a Light to the World. 

 
God of night and day, 
you give us Jesus, born at Christmas, 
this candle reminds us 
that he sends his angels to guard us. 
May your holy angels 
live with us and guard us in peace, 
and may you always bless us 
in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

Critical worker/Vulnerable children provision. 

All year group bubbles are now full. It is important that your child attends if they have been 

allocated a place as there is a waiting list. If your child is unwell/ self-isolating, please report 

the absence in the usual way. If you no longer require the place, please inform the school 

office as matter of urgency so that the place can be given to a child on the waiting list. If your 

chid is regularly absent without reason, their place in the provision will be allocated to a pupil 

on the waiting list. Many thanks for your co-operation.  



 

 

‘We are All Superheroes’ themed day 

 

 
 
 

Sir Captain Tom Moore was a national inspiration and a ‘Superhero’ in the eyes of many. His 
phrase ‘…together we can ensure that tomorrow will be a good day…’ typified his strength 
of character and sheer determination to carry on, even in the face of adversity. As a school, 
Blessed Dominic would like to make Friday 12th February, a really ‘good day’. We would like 
to celebrate everyone’s tremendous efforts with their remote learning over the past few 
weeks with a creative theme day called ‘We Are All Superheroes’. We believe that all of the 
children at Blessed Dominic School are superheroes, living through a pandemic. We are so 
proud of you all! On this day, we would like all children, whether they are at home or at 
school, to dress up as one of the following: 
 
1. A superhero of the pandemic (a key/critical worker of your choice) 
2. Favourite superhero  
Your child’s teachers will be planning lots of fun and creative activities based around this 
theme! We would like all children to get involved and for all SUPERHEROES to UNITE! 
Looking forward to seeing all our superheroes next Friday!!! 
 
 
 

 

Google Classroom Instructions for Parents - How to use our school’s Google Classroom 

 
We wish to work with you to extend the provision given to your child by providing more direct teacher 
input. To support you with this, we have invested in Google Classroom. 
Google Classroom is an educational tool, which will be used strictly for educational purposes. Each 
class has a page, which includes work for pupils to complete at home, links to helpful websites and 
educational videos to enhance our provision. It also provides a platform for pupils to keep in touch 
with their teacher during the scheduled lessons, which is so important whilst children are working 
remotely. 
Please view the link below 

https://www.blesseddominicprimary.co.uk/teaching-and-learning/remote-blended-learning  

 

 

Wednesday Word 
Due to Covid 19, the distribution of hard copies of the Wednesday Word are temporarily suspended. 
Please use the link below to access the weekly newsletter and celebrate the weekly gospel at home 
with your family.  For interim online editions please visit: http://www.wednesdayword.org/ and 
simply click https://www.paperturn-view.com/uk/wednesdayword/prayer?pid=MTA101634&v=17.8 

https://www.blesseddominicprimary.co.uk/teaching-and-learning/remote-blended-learning
https://www.paperturn-view.com/uk/wednesdayword/prayer?pid=MTA101634&v=17.8


Home learning protocols for children 

It is vital, during these disrupted times, that children keep as much routine as possible 

with their learning.  Follow our top tips to get the most out of their Home Learning.  It is 

also important to follow the online safety guidance below. 

Ensure that you follow best practice for online safety – know what your child is accessing and who 

they are communicating with. 

Establish a routine for Monday to Friday that includes the usual refreshment breaks and a good 
balance of physical activity and sitting down to work. 

Do everything you can to remain positive and praise effort more than achievement. 

Some children may need the timetable visually – it can help to tick things off when they are done. 

If possible have an allocated area for working away from distractions. 

Do not have TV or radio on during work time – music (preferably without words) is OK, but talk and 
lyrics can be very distracting. 

Ensure that you are all getting quality sleep – no screens before bedtime. 

Keep a water bottle to hand so that your child can stay hydrated. 

Use the interactive platform to stay in touch with your child’s teacher and to alert them to any 
difficulties. 

TenTen – Resources 

Collective Worship resources for parents and families. Instead of a PDF newsletter, ‘Ten Ten’ are 
providing input via an attractive online parent newsletter. This will provide parents with more 
options to interactively engage with the prayers and the teaching provided through the Collective 
Worship programme. Please click link   https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/parent-newsletter/ 
for a limited time during this period of uncertainty, Ten Ten is making the daily classroom prayers 
available for parents of children at schools who subscribe to Collective Worship.  
 
Share this link with parents (username and password NOT required): 
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/sunday-liturgy-for-families 
 

 

Barnet Lockdown Library Services and Resources 
Libraries are still open for Select and Collect. Items can be ordered and collected from most libraries. 
Please check opening hours before setting out to collect your order. Families who are unable to 
collect resources from a library may be eligible for delivery from the Home Library Service. Please 
call 0208 359 3901 to speak to staff at the Home Library service. 
There are large collections of children’s eBooks available on the Overdrive eBook platform and for 
under-fives there are weekly live online Stories and Rhymes session on Wednesday afternoons. 
Sessions are FREE but Booking is required. If you aren’t already a library member, you can join online 

 

https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/parent-newsletter/
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/sunday-liturgy-for-families
https://cambridgeeducation.cmail19.com/t/d-l-cuhjkhy-yuhrhlilky-yu/
https://cambridgeeducation.cmail19.com/t/d-l-cuhjkhy-yuhrhlilky-jl/
https://cambridgeeducation.cmail19.com/t/d-l-cuhjkhy-yuhrhlilky-jy/
https://cambridgeeducation.cmail19.com/t/d-l-cuhjkhy-yuhrhlilky-ji/
https://cambridgeeducation.cmail19.com/t/d-l-cuhjkhy-yuhrhlilky-tl/
https://cambridgeeducation.cmail19.com/t/d-l-cuhjkhy-yuhrhlilky-ty/


Free School Meal National Voucher Scheme 
 
The government’s national free school meals voucher scheme was launched on Tuesday 
19th January where a payment has been submitted up until February half term it will be run 
by Edenred.   
Edenred will provide families with an E-card for supermarket vouchers worth £15 per week 
(this value has been set by the Department for Education), per child eligible for free school 
meals.  
Your child/children will be entitled to free school meals if you’re in receipt of any of the 
following benefits: 
• Universal Credit with an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400. 
• Income Support 
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
• Support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
• The guarantee element of Pension Credit 
• Child Tax Credit (with no Working Tax Credit) with an annual income of no more than £1600  

If you are entitled and have been emailed your voucher please make sure you redeem them.  

 

Virtual Online Safety – Primary – Course for Parents Sessions 
 
Week commencing Monday 8th February – Saturday 13th February 
 
For virtual online safety week we have booked a parent awareness session with Education 
Child Protection. This dynamic, high quality presentation provides parents with an insight 
into the wide array of apps, games and websites that children are using.  
This session is a ‘must’ for all parents whose children have a presence in the digital world. 
The outcome is to empower parents to keep their children safe when using technology.  
There are four areas to be covered in the session: 
What children are taught about Online Safety 
Latest trends of what children are doing online 
The issues and dangers children face online 
How we can make children safer online 
 
A letter with instructions and link was emailed to you today 
Click here for an information leaflet click here 

 

 

Pupil Premium 
The school receives additional funding for some families. This funding is used to enhance your child’s 
learning in many different ways e.g. additional support, learning experiences and may help with 
payments for school trips. The funding is a vital part of the school’s budget so please read the 
criteria below. 
All children who currently qualify for free school meals based on their family circumstances are 
entitled to pupil premium. This applies if you receive any of the following: benefits: 
Universal credit (provided you have a net income of £7400 or less) 
Income support 
Income-based jobseekers’ allowance Income-related employment and support allowance 
Support under Part IV of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 



 
 

Online Safety at Blessed Dominic 
 
As a parent or carer you play a key role in helping your child to stay safe online. Children and young 
people’s lives have changed dramatically because of the coronavirus. With social distancing 
measures children will be spending more time at home and online. While the internet is a great way 
for children and young people to stay in touch with their friends it can also bring risks. Each week we 
will be sharing strategies, news and advice on conversation and help you identify any risks in what 
your child’s doing online or who they may be talking to. We’ve got some great tips below to help get 
you started. You can also find online safety tips and information about social networks, apps and 
games for parents over on Net Aware. 
Games Consoles - Most game consoles are internet enabled. Which means your child can go online 
and chat with other players or make in-game purchases. Like with mobiles and tablets, the controls 
on your games console help you to manage what your child can and can’t do. Set up different 
profiles for each family member. 
Deactivate the internet turn off chat functions to stop your child from talking to strangers. 
Explore sites and apps together 
Many children will find it hard not being able to see their friends or family in person, and video apps 
can be a great way for them to stay in touch during lockdown when used safely, but there are also 
risks for young people. 
It’s really important to help your child understand how to livestream and use video apps safely and 
make sure they’re speaking to people they know already. Net Aware has advice on livestreaming, 
including how to keep children safe on popular online apps such as Zoom, and WhatsApp. 
Below is some useful information from the NSPCC. More advice van be found on their website: 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/kepping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-child-online-safety/ 

 

Face mask compliance 
A huge thank you to the majority of parents and carers who are wearing face masks during drop off 
and pick up times. We want everyone to feel safe and comfortable as they drop off and pick up their 
child. School staff have been advised to avoid speaking with parents who are not wearing facemasks 
as this increases the chances of transmitting the virus. It is important that you move away quickly 
to allow queues to form for later drop off and pick up times. In order to protect the school 
community, the office staff will not be able to help you if you fail to wear a face mask Thank you 
for your co-operation.  
Coronavirus 
What if my child has symptoms? 

If your child has symptoms of coronavirus (high temperature/hot to touch, new persistent cough, 
loss or change in sense of taste or smell) the child and their household need to follow the 
Government guidance on self-isolation home-guidance and arrange for your child to be tested (call 
119 or book through www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test).  You also need to inform the school. 
Please click on the link below for stay at home guidance   Click here  
For your child to be tested call 111 or book through click here 

Please click on the link below for Government guidelines to social distancing Click here  

Please click on the link below for Government guidelines for households with possible coronavirus 

Click here  

Please click on the link below for Government guidance for parents and carers about schools 

during the coronavirus   Click here 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/kepping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-child-online-safety/
http://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-meeting-with-others-safely-social-distancing/coronavirus-covid-19-meeting-with-others-safely-social-distancing
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_source=12%20November%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


STAR WORKER                    

                                    

TEAM PLAYER 

Daisies   -   Malachi  Daisies   -  Edward  

Bluebells – Pehel - Bluebells - Jacob  

1B - Roman 1B -  Jasmine  

1D – Kristine  1D – Abigail 

2B - Sienna  2B - Milan 

2D - Casper  2D – Chiara  

3B - Zofia 3B – Oliver 

3D –Mahniya 3D – Jonathan 

4B - Yonatan 4B – Tomi  

4D - Sophia  4D - Bowen  

5B – Alessio 5B – Makayla 

5D - David-Stefan 5D - Shreya 

6B - Ese 6B - Milosz 

6D - Ella 6D - Scarlett 

 
 
 

Dates for your diary 2021 
 
February 
1st-7th February                                        Children’s Mental Health week 
8th - February                                               Online Safety Workshops 
8th – 13th February                                     Online Safety Workshops for parents   
9th - February                                               Greek History remote workshop – Year 6 
15th February – 19th February Half term 
17th - February                                          Ash Wednesday 
21st - February                                           1st Sunday of Lent 

 
April 
Thursday 1st April                                   Last day of term 
2nd April                                                   Good Friday 
2nd April – 16th April   Easter holiday 
4th April                                                    Easter Sunday 
Monday 19th April   First day of Summer Term 
 
 

 



Home and School learning – What have you been doing? 

Year 4 made some lovely St Bridget’s Day crosses to commemorate the feast of St Bridget which is 
celebrated on the 1st February. She was the female patron saint of Ireland and renowned for her 
hospitality, almsgiving and care of the sick. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nursery have been enjoying celebrating children's mental health 
awareness week by taking part in the ‘Inside out’ day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Candlemas 2nd February 
Children in Year 3 made candles at home in various forms and researched this special feast 

day to celebrate the feast of the Presentation of the Lord in the temple.  

 
 


