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Friday 12th February 2021 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

It is hard to believe that we have reached the end of the first half of the Spring term. 

There is no doubt that this has been a difficult period for many people and we 

appreciate the wonderful support of parents and carers during this time. You and 

your children are doing brilliantly and pupils are submitting high quality work and 

making valuable contributions during ‘Google Meets’ sessions. School will close for 

the February half term holiday and remote learning will recommence on Monday 22nd 

February 2021.  

The Government has talked about the wider reopening from Monday 8th March and 

when further announcements are made, I will write to you again.  Everyone in school 

wants all the children back and we are looking forward to when that can happen.  

Next Wednesday is Ash Wednesday and marks the beginning of the season of Lent. 

Your child has written their Lenten Promises and I know that they will try their best to 

fulfil their promises to the best of their ability.   

I would like to wish all members of our school community a safe and restful half term 

break. If you are managing to take a break yourselves next week, enjoy the time with 

your family.  

Mrs Pears and Miss Sulis. 

 

 

Prayer for Lent 

 

Dear lord 

Please show me the way during Lent. 

Remind me to pray to You 

To thank You 

To love You 

To hear from You 

Each and every in Lent 

Amen 

 

http://www.blesseddominicprimary.co.uk/


 

Catholic Children’s Society – Lenten Appeal 2021  
 

This year during Lent, we will continue to support the ‘Catholic Children Society’ by taking 
part in the ‘Walk the Diocese Challenge’. Please refer to the letter that was sent to you 
yesterday explaining what we are asking the children to do to raise money for this worthy 
charity. We look forward to seeing pictures of how the children have the tackled the 
challenge in an effort to help others.  

 

Critical worker/Vulnerable children provision - Thankyou 

The numbers attending the Critical worker and Vulnerable children provision are far higher 

than in the first national lockdown. We know that those children who are in school need their 

places so that parents/carers can carry out their critical worker jobs. Your sensible actions in 

only asking for a place if it is really needed has allowed us to extend our support to even more 

vulnerable families. If those with a place no longer require it then please report this to the 

school office as a matter of urgency so that the place can be offered to a child on the waiting 

list. If your child is regularly absent without reason, their place in the provision will be 

reallocated.  

‘We are All Superheroes’ themed day 

 

 

It was lovely to see both the children and staff participate in our Superhero Day today. 
Everyone had fun and we will post photographs of the event in the first newsletter after half 
term. Congratulations everyone. 

 

Virtual Parent/Carers’ Consultation Evening 
Virtual Parents/Carers’ consultation evenings will take place on 
Wednesday 24th March 5.30pm – 8.00pm and  
Thursday 25th      March 3.30pm – 6.00pm.  
Further details will follow nearer the time.    

 

Google Classroom Instructions for Parents - How to use our school’s Google Classroom 
 
We wish to work with you to extend the provision given to your child by providing more direct 
teacher input. To support you with this, we have invested in Google Classroom. 
Google Classroom is an educational tool, which will be used strictly for educational purposes. Each 
class has a page, which includes work for pupils to complete at home, links to helpful websites and 
educational videos to enhance our provision. It also provides a platform for pupils to keep in touch 
with their teacher during the scheduled lessons, which is so important whilst children are working 
remotely. 
Please view the link below 
https://www.blesseddominicprimary.co.uk/teaching-and-learning/remote-blended-learning  
 

https://www.blesseddominicprimary.co.uk/teaching-and-learning/remote-blended-learning


Wednesday Word 

Due to Covid 19, the distribution of hard copies of the Wednesday Word are temporarily suspended. 
Please use the link below to access the weekly newsletter and celebrate the weekly gospel at home 
with your family.  For interim online editions please visit: http://www.wednesdayword.org/ and 
simply click https://www.paperturn-view.com/uk/wednesdayword/prayer?pid=MTA101634&v=17.8 

TenTen – Resources 
Collective Worship resources for parents and families. Instead of a PDF newsletter, ‘Ten Ten’ are 

providing input via an attractive online parent newsletter. This will provide parents with more 

options to interactively engage with the prayers and the teaching provided through the Collective 

Worship programme. Please click link   https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/parent-newsletter/ 

for a limited time during this period of uncertainty, Ten Ten is making the daily classroom prayers 

available for parents of children at schools who subscribe to Collective Worship. 

Home learning protocols for children 

 
It is vital, during these disrupted times, that children keep as much routine as possible with their 
learning.  Follow our top tips to get the most out of their Home Learning.  It is also important to 
follow the online safety guidance below. 
 
Ensure that you follow best practice for online safety – know what your child is accessing and who 
they are communicating with. 
 
Establish a routine for Monday to Friday that includes the usual refreshment breaks and a good 
balance of physical activity and sitting down to work. 
 
Do everything you can to remain positive and praise effort more than achievement. 
Some children may need the timetable visually – it can help to tick things off when they are done. 
 
If possible have an allocated area for working away from distractions. 
 
Do not have TV or radio on during work time – music (preferably without words) is OK, but talk and 
lyrics can be very distracting. 
 
Ensure that you are all getting quality sleep – no screens before bedtime. 
Keep a water bottle to hand so that your child can stay hydrated. 
Use the interactive platform to stay in touch with your child’s teacher and to alert them to any 
difficulties. 

 
Barnet Lockdown Library Services and Resources 

Libraries are still open for Select and Collect. Items can be ordered and collected from most libraries. 
Please check opening hours before setting out to collect your order. Families who are unable to 
collect resources from a library may be eligible for delivery from the Home Library Service. Please 
call 0208 359 3901 to speak to staff at the Home Library service. 
There are large collections of children’s eBooks available on the Overdrive eBook platform and for 
under-fives there are weekly live online Stories and Rhymes session on Wednesday afternoons. 
Sessions are FREE but Booking is required. If you aren’t already a library member, you can join online 
 
 

https://www.paperturn-view.com/uk/wednesdayword/prayer?pid=MTA101634&v=17.8
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/parent-newsletter/
https://cambridgeeducation.cmail19.com/t/d-l-cuhjkhy-yuhrhlilky-yu/
https://cambridgeeducation.cmail19.com/t/d-l-cuhjkhy-yuhrhlilky-jl/
https://cambridgeeducation.cmail19.com/t/d-l-cuhjkhy-yuhrhlilky-jy/
https://cambridgeeducation.cmail19.com/t/d-l-cuhjkhy-yuhrhlilky-ji/
https://cambridgeeducation.cmail19.com/t/d-l-cuhjkhy-yuhrhlilky-tl/
https://cambridgeeducation.cmail19.com/t/d-l-cuhjkhy-yuhrhlilky-ty/


Free School Meal National Voucher Scheme 
 
The government’s national free school meals voucher scheme was launched on Tuesday 19th January 
where a payment has been submitted up until February half term it will be run by Edenred.   
Edenred will provide families with an E-card for supermarket vouchers worth £15 per week (this value 
has been set by the Department for Education), per child eligible for free school meals.  
Your child/children will be entitled to free school meals if you’re in receipt of any of the following 
benefits: 
• Universal Credit with an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400. 
• Income Support 
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
• Support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
• The guarantee element of Pension Credit 
• Child Tax Credit (with no Working Tax Credit) with an annual income of no more than £1600  

If you are entitled and have been emailed your voucher please make sure you redeem them.  

 

Pupil Premium 
The school receives additional funding for some families. This funding is used to enhance your child’s learning 
in many different ways e.g. additional support, learning experiences and may help with payments for school 
trips. The funding is a vital part of the school’s budget so please read the criteria below. 
All children who currently qualify for free school meals based on their family circumstances are entitled to 
pupil premium. This applies if you receive any of the following: benefits: 
Universal credit (provided you have a net income of £7400 or less) 
Income support 
Income-based jobseekers’ allowance Income-related employment and support allowance 
Support under Part IV of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 

Online Safety at Blessed Dominic 
 
As a parent or carer you play a key role in helping your child to stay safe online. Children and young 
people’s lives have changed dramatically because of the coronavirus. With social distancing 
measures children will be spending more time at home and online. While the internet is a great way 
for children and young people to stay in touch with their friends it can also bring risks. Each week we 
will be sharing strategies, news and advice on conversation and help you identify any risks in what 
your child’s doing online or who they may be talking to. We’ve got some great tips below to help get 
you started. You can also find online safety tips and information about social networks, apps and 
games for parents over on Net Aware. 
Games Consoles - Most game consoles are internet enabled. Which means your child can go online 
and chat with other players or make in-game purchases. Like with mobiles and tablets, the controls 
on your games console help you to manage what your child can and can’t do. Set up different 
profiles for each family member. 
Deactivate the internet turn off chat functions to stop your child from talking to strangers. 
Explore sites and apps together 
Many children will find it hard not being able to see their friends or family in person, and video apps 
can be a great way for them to stay in touch during lockdown when used safely, but there are also 
risks for young people. 
It’s really important to help your child understand how to livestream and use video apps safely and 
make sure they’re speaking to people they know already. Net Aware has advice on livestreaming, 
including how to keep children safe on popular online apps such as Zoom, and WhatsApp. 
Below is some useful information from the NSPCC. More advice van be found on their website: 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/kepping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-child-online-safety/ 

 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/kepping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-child-online-safety/


Face mask compliance 

A huge thank you to the majority of parents and carers who are wearing face masks during drop off 
and pick up times. We want everyone to feel safe and comfortable as they drop off and pick up their 
child. School staff have been advised to avoid speaking with parents who are not wearing facemasks 
as this increases the chances of transmitting the virus. It is important that you move away quickly 
to allow queues to form for later drop off and pick up times. In order to protect the school 
community, the office staff will not be able to help you if you fail to wear a face mask Thank you 
for your co-operation.  
Coronavirus 
What if my child has symptoms? 

If your child has symptoms of coronavirus (high temperature/hot to touch, new persistent cough, 
loss or change in sense of taste or smell) the child and their household need to follow the 
Government guidance on self-isolation home-guidance and arrange for your child to be tested (call 
119 or book through www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test).  You also need to inform the school. 
Please click on the link below for stay at home guidance   Click here  
For your child to be tested call 111 or book through click here 

Please click on the link below for Government guidelines to social distancing Click here  

Please click on the link below for Government guidelines for households with possible coronavirus 

Click here  

Please click on the link below for Government guidance for parents and carers about schools 

during the coronavirus   Click here 

STAR WORKER                    

                                    

TEAM PLAYER 

Daisies   -   Alexandra Daisies   -  Carly 

Bluebells – Jason  Bluebells - Oliver  

1B - Devan  1B -  Riley  

1D – Hanna 1D – Emmanuel 

2B - Mia Bella 2B - Nikolaj 

2D - Kaejaun 2D – Patrick  

3B - Kevin 3B – Whole class 

3D –Jaiden 3D – Luca  

4B - Leila  4B – Francis 

4D - Harry 4D - Ronald 

5B – Whole class 5B – Whole class 

5D - Karla 5D - Remigiusz 

6B - Finley  6B - Whole class 

6D - Cliffmarc 6D - Valentina 

 
 
 

http://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-meeting-with-others-safely-social-distancing/coronavirus-covid-19-meeting-with-others-safely-social-distancing
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_source=12%20November%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


 
Week of 8th February Attendance of Students registering online daily 

 
Whole School 89% 

Bluebells 92% 

Daisies 88% 

1B 96% 

1D 94% 

2B 86% 

2D 77% 

3B 90% 

3D 88% 

4B 87% 

4D 95% 

5B 78% 

5D 88% 

6B 94% 

6D 95% 

We would like to congratulate all pupils that have been attending daily.  You can see from 
the data there is still plenty of room for improvement.  Hopefully the figures in our next 
newsletter will show that all children are engaging in remote learning. 

 
Dates for your diary 2021 
February 
15th February – 19th February Half term 
17th - February                                          Ash Wednesday 
21st - February                                           1st Sunday of Lent 

March 
24th March                    Virtual Parents/Carers’ consultation evening   5.30pm – 8.00pm  
25th March                    Virtual Parents/Carers’ consultation evening   3.30pm – 6.00pm. 

April 
Thursday 1st April                                   Last day of term 
2nd April                                                   Good Friday 
2nd April – 16th April   Easter holiday 
4th April                                                    Easter Sunday 
Monday 19th April   First day of Summer Term 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Year 3 made a collage portrait of the late Captain Sir Moore 

 

 
 

 



 
Lenten Promises   Year 1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lenten promises Year 4 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Lenten Promises   Year 2 

 


