
Year 5 Newsletter 
Summer Term 2021 

 
Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
We hope that you had a restful Easter break. We hope you will find the following information useful and 
that it will help you to support your child’s learning. Throughout this term, we will continue to respond to 
governmental guidance on social distancing and face to face teaching (within our year group bubble). 
 
R.E 
Your child will be studying two topics in Religious Education - please see the RE Newsletter for details. 
 
RHE  
This term we will begin our new Relationships and Health Education (RHE) curriculum. It is now statutory 
for schools to teach about how to make healthy and informed decisions regarding life style choices and 
relationships with others. In module one, Created and Loved By God, children will consider experiences of 
change, growth and development, and the trust that they can have in the person of Jesus through times of 
trial and tribulation. Module two, Created to Love Others, teaches strategies for developing healthy 
relationships and how to keep safe in the real world and digital world. Module three, Created to Live in 
Community, explores how human beings are called to love others through working for the Common Good. 
 

English 
This term we will focus on the novel ‘The 1,000 Year Old Boy’ by Ross Welford. Through this story we shall 
focus on the use of description, dialogue, imagery, development of plot and how authors use different 
techniques to engage their reader. We will also be looking at how writing is structured from different 
perspectives and the appropriate form of language that authors use to demonstrate a particular point of 
view.  
 
Through our Resilient Reader sessions and cross-curricular links with Creative Learning, we will continue to 
explore a range of writing genres including non-fiction and poetry. In particular, we will be focusing on 
explaining the meaning of words in context, retrieving and recording information, identifying key details 
from fiction and non-fiction. The children will build on previous learning to draw inferences such as 
inferring characters' feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences using 
evidence from the text. 
 
We will also be continuing to focus on spellings, punctuation and grammar and this will continue to be 
focused upon weekly in lessons and through homework tasks. 
 
Reading  
It is crucial that your child reads every night at home. Your child will take home an Oxford Reading Tree 
book from school and will have the opportunity to change their book twice a week. Please continue to 
listen to your child read aloud and interrupt them to ask questions based on word meaning and 
understanding of events. We expect at least 20 minutes reading a day with an adult and for adults to make 
a comment about their reading performance in your child’s reading log book once a week. This can 
include a variety of reading material in addition to their home reader from school to encourage children to 
read for pleasure. 
 
We will also be working on children’s comprehension in class and through homework using the Resilient 
Reader scheme and comprehension activities. Children also have a log-in and password for Reading 
Eggspress which has a variety of online books and games to improve children’s reading skills.  
       
 



Handwriting 
Your child will continue to focus on the cursive style handwriting daily at school and in their homework, in 
line with the Nelson Handwriting scheme. All children should be working towards a pen licence and should 
use joined-up writing. These are awarded when children’s writing is consistently cursive and appropriately 
sized. Children must be able to sustain cursive handwriting and well-presented work within all pieces of 
writing, including extended pieces. Please spend time practising at home if your child is finding joined up 
handwriting tricky. There is a short example of the Nelson handwriting scheme on the Year 5 website 
pages with further links of other handwriting resources. 
 
Mathematics 
We will continue to follow the White Rose Maths scheme of learning and will also consolidate learning 
from previous terms and years. Focus this term will be placed upon: decimals (number), properties of 
shape (geometry), position and direction (geometry), converting units (measurement) and volume 
(measurement). Reasoning and problem solving skills will be developed through all aspects of maths which 
will be linked to our topics and will give children opportunities to use their mathematical skills in context. 
Written methods for all four operations will be reinforced, especially multiplication and division. 
 
The children are expected to practise their times tables and related division facts (up to 12 x 12) regularly, 
as this will help them with other mathematical concepts. Please encourage your children to regularly 
practise their times tables at home using Times Tables Rock Stars. Your child also has access to Numbots 
and Mathletics. We will continue to regularly set the children assignments that link to their classwork in 
order to consolidate their learning. The children won’t be able to compete in the games until they finish 
their assignments. We are able to track their progress online.  
 
Science 
During the first half term children will be learning about ‘Types of Change’ and in Summer 2 ‘Materials’. 
This will develop on from the children’s learning in the Spring term on ‘Separating Mixtures’ and will build 
upon the children’s previous learning in Year 4 on ‘States of Matter’. Children will begin by learning about 
reversible and irreversible changes and will move on to investigate everyday materials and their 
properties. Children will learning to think and work scientifically through investigations and practical tasks. 
They will use evidence gathered from their own and others’ investigations to draw conclusions and offer 
explanations.  
 
Creative Learning – History and Geography 
This term, your child will study a range of subjects within the creative curriculum framework, following the 
Rising Stars Curriculum. Summer 1 is History based and is focused upon ‘Anglo-Saxons and Vikings'. In this 
unit, the children will learn about the world of the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings and their battle for power. 
Summer 2 is Geography based and is focused upon ‘Changes in our Local Environment’. In this unit, 
children will find out about the regions of the UK, discovering how some of these areas have changed over 
time. Whilst the main emphasis will be on History and Geography, other subjects will be covered as well 
including Computing, DT and Art.  

nit overview  
Computing 
Year 5 will be using computer resources regularly across subjects for research purposes, to creatively 
produce class work and build on computing skills learned previously. 
 
Following a return to school after partial school closures, where computing became an integral part of 
children’s daily lives, it is now more important than ever that children learn how to use digital software 
appropriately and safely.  
BBC Bitesize has resources to help children to learn how to touch type and how they should be sitting 
when using a computer/laptop. www.net-aware.org.uk is a great resource for adults to help keep on top of 
internet safety and ensure that your child enjoys the internet safely.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zf2f9j6/articles/z3c6tfr
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/


 
https://parentinfo.org/resource/internet-matters provides guidance on how to set up parental controls at 
home. Controls are not a single solution to staying safe online; talking to your children and encouraging 
responsible behaviour is critical. However, controls are a vital first step to helping to protect your 
child online.  
 
PE, Spanish and Music 
PE will be take place every Thursday afternoon this term and will be taught by Non Stop Action. Children 
must come to school in the correct PE kit (tracksuits) and it must be labelled with their name. Pupils can 
wear trainers to school but please ensure plimsolls are in your child’s locker for indoor PE as children 
cannot take part in indoor PE barefoot. 
 
Children will also have Spanish lessons on Wednesday that will be taught by Ms Soriano. 
Music lessons will take place on Thursday and will be taught by Ms Rumi.   
 

Homework  
Homework will be set daily (Monday to Friday) and must be returned on the designated day below. Your 
child is also expected to read, practise their times tables and spellings every day.  
 
Homework is designed to reinforce prior learning or encourage independent enquiry and is expected to be 
completed to the same standard as work in class. Children may be asked to fix homework if it does not 
match up to what they produce in class. Please feel free to comment in your child’s planner to draw 
attention to any difficulties or successes your child may have had with their tasks.  
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Spellings – 
Rule/pattern to 

practise (tested on 
Fridays) 

 
Reading (20 mins) 

Times Tables 

Maths activity 
 

Reading (20 mins) 
Spellings 

Times Tables 

Wednesday Word – 
R.E 

 
Reading (20 mins) 

Spellings 
Times Tables 

Creative Learning 
Topic Project 

 
Reading (20 mins) 

Spellings 
Times Tables 

English (SPaG or 
reading 

comprehension) & 
Maths 

 
Reading (20 mins) 

Times Tables 

Please remember that the children have log ins to the following websites and can access these and 
activities at any time, not just when homework has been set:  Mathletics, Times Tables Rock Stars, 
Numbots (This is the same log-in as TTRS), Reading Eggs, Readiwriter (This is the same log in as Mathletics) 
and SPAG.com  

As the weather temperatures increase, we strongly encourage all pupils to bring in a labelled fresh water 
bottle each day so that they can have a drink whenever needed. Due to the current situation, water 
fountains are unable to be used.  Please make sure sun cream is applied in the mornings too and that all 
cardigans and jumpers are clearly labelled with your child’s name.  
 
We are wishing you all well and continue to keep safe. We are extremely proud of the children and how 
well they have settled back into school. Thank you for all your continued support and cooperation during 
this time. If you have any queries or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us through your child’s 
planner.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
Miss Smart and Miss Fint 

https://parentinfo.org/resource/internet-matters
https://login.mathletics.com/
https://ttrockstars.com/
https://numbots.com/
https://readingeggspress.co.uk/
https://login.readiwriter.com/
https://www.spag.com/

