
 
 
English 
 

Reading 
Intent 
 
At Blessed Dominic Catholic Primary School, we believe that reading is a key life skill and is one of the 

main skills that unlocks a remarkable world of learning to our pupils alongside many enchanting and 

alternative worlds through fiction. We are dedicated to enabling our pupils with sound reading skills so 

that they can take advantage of opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of their current and 

later life. By promoting high standards of reading as a communication tool across the curriculum, 

children recognise its pivotal place in their successful learning. We develop children with the following 

essential characteristics to help them become skilful sound and independent readers: 

 The ability to read easily, fluently and with good understanding 

 To develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information 

 To know how to acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of 

language patterns and procedures for reading 

 Appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage through resources in school and outside in our 

community e.g. public library Underpinned by: 

-High Expectations; 

 All children are expected to succeed and make progress from their starting points. 
 Quality feedback and formative assessments support this: 

 
Phonics assessments, Reading assessments (NFER), End of Key Stage assessments. 

 

-Progression of skills; 

Lessons are planned ensuring there is progression of key skills, particularly concerning the purpose and 

features of different writing types. Year groups plan and teach using cross curricular methods 

wherever appropriate to demonstrate how reading underpins the wider curriculum. Every pupil is 

challenged appropriately to their individual skillset and is supported to progress in class. 

-Vocabulary rich environment; 

Pupils become familiar with key vocabulary and terminology specific to the reading skills and 

Comprehension. Ambitious vocabulary is shared and expected to be utilised in pupils’ responses to 

their reading. Methods and resources for understanding vocabulary are taught in class and encouraged 

for independent learning and good habits in reading. 

-Developing sense of enquiry and curiosity; 

Opportunities are planned for pupils to self-select their own reading material suitable to their age and 

needs whilst giving pupils exposure to more challenging texts to further develop their reading skills. 

Pupils are exposed to a variety of texts to show a broad reading spectrum and cater to all pupils’ 

interests. 

-Good teacher subject knowledge; teachers will have sound knowledge of the curriculum area in order 

to deliver high-quality lessons and provide pupils with outstanding teaching and learning. Training is 



offered to teachers and support staff to develop their skills in planning and teaching a broad and 

balanced reading curriculum. Please see below for more information about our school's reading 

schemes used for home reading. Oxford Reading Tree scheme explained for parents School reading at 

home book routines and levels explained. 

Oxford Reading Tree scheme explained for parents 

School reading at home book routines and levels explained 

Implementation 

To ensure pupils develop the skills to read for enjoyment and learning, lessons are planned across the 

curriculum to incorporate reading skills. In EYFS and KS1, pupils have daily phonics lessons which will 

follow the ‘Little Wandle’ synthesised phonics programme in the academic year 2021/2022. All staff 

will be trained on how to deliver the phonics lessons effectively to maximise learning time and 

progress within each session. Pupils are regularly assessed in their decoding and comprehension skills 

to ensure that they are reading books at a level that enables and encourages independent decoding. 

As pupils progress into KS2, they are encouraged to continue reading at a level suitable for 

independent decoding and understanding. Pupils self-select books from the book banded Oxford 

Reading Tree levels for home reading with an adult checking understanding. Pupils are also read with 

in school, particularly those who are identified through assessments as needing extra reading support. 

Pupils are encouraged to also read for pleasure and have access to the class book corner and school 

library. 

Throughout the whole school, pupils participate in whole-class reading lessons. Within these, pupils 

are taught to be a ‘Resilient Reader’. This is a structured lesson that teaches pupils how to understand 

the text at word, sentence and whole text levels. Pupils enjoy playing the word games and learning 

about the power of reading that is in their hands. 

Impact 

At Blessed Dominic Catholic Primary School, we believe that reading is a key life skill and is one of the 

main skills that unlocks a remarkable world of learning to our pupils alongside many enchanting and 

alternative worlds through fiction. We are dedicated to enabling our pupils with sound reading skills so 

that they can take advantage of opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of their current and later 

life. To support this intention, we ensure our phonics and reading curriculums are of high quality, are 

well thought out and are planned to demonstrate progression. If children are keeping up with the 

curriculum, they are deemed to be making good or better progress. 

At the end of EYFS, pupils will be able to more fluently decode and understand simple sentences. Pupils 

will recognise an increasing number of frequently used words by sight and rely on their knowledge of 

graphemes to accurately decode newer words. When reading an appropriately levelled text, pupils will 

accurately follow a storyline or correctly understand the information given. These skills will form a strong 

foundation to help pupils learn more graphemes and read accurately, with appropriate understanding 

of the text. 

By the end of Year 1, pupils will pass the phonics word decoding test. By the end of Year 2, they will read 

books of slightly longer length and with more developed storylines. Pupils will use vocabulary in their 

writing that they’ve experienced in their reading. Pupils will develop an awareness that different texts 

belong to different genres and are written in a different style. They will begin to mimic these styles in 

their written work too. Pupils will begin to develop an independence in their reading and be able to 

access more texts. Parents and adults will still need to read with pupils to ensure comprehension and 

understanding of the text develops in line with word recognition. 

For pupils in Key Stage 2, reading skills are enhanced and deepened. Pupils should leave Year 6 

achieving the standardised score of 100 or above in the reading paper. Pupils will be taught more 

analytical skills and use inference and understanding to provide evidence for their interpretation of a

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/oxford-reading-tree-levels/


 

Writing 

Intent 

At Blessed Dominic Catholic Primary School, we believe that being able to communicate 

appropriately through the written word is a crucial skill in the current and future world of our 

pupils. We are dedicated to equipping our pupils with the skills of an excellent writer so that they 

can take advantage of opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of their current and later life. 

 

Written communication is relied upon for academic success. We recognise that writing is 

underpinned by reading and consequently is taught through a reading stimulus where possible 

across the curriculum. We develop children with the following essential characteristics to help 

them become skilful writers: 

 
 The ability to write fluently using a neat and appropriate handwriting style 

(transcription skills) 
 To think about the impact they want their writing to have on the reader and how to achieve 

this through their writing’s structure, organisation and implementation of features suitable 
to its purpose and audience 

 To apply taught grammar and spelling patterns and rules in written work 
 To utilise a sophisticated bank of vocabulary and writing techniques to extend details or 

description appropriate to the purpose of the task 
 The opportunity to re-read, edit and improve their writing so every piece of writing they 

produce is to the best of their ability and better than the last. 
 An understanding of the writing process and resources that aid writers: that the final written 

product is a result of hard work and editing using planning, dictionaries, thesaurus, word 
wheels. 

 
Underpinned by: 

High Expectations; 

All children are expected to succeed and make progress from their starting points. Quality feedback 

and formative assessments in pupils’ English books support this. 

Progression of skills; Lessons are planned ensuring there is progression of key writing skills. Year 

groups plan and teach using cross curricular methods wherever appropriate to demonstrate how 

writing opens up methods of communication in the wider curriculum and 

offers a variety of ways to present work. Handwriting, spelling and grammar skills are taught 
discretely and skills covered are planned to be applied in following lessons when appropriate. All 
pupils are challenged and supported where necessary. Assessments are completed using tests and 
work in books to ensure skills taught are pitched accurately. 

 
-Vocabulary rich environment; Pupils become familiar with key vocabulary and terminology 
specific to spelling, transcription, writing and grammar skills and understanding. Ambitious 
vocabulary is shared and expected to be utilised in pupils’ written responses and work. 

Methods and resources for understanding vocabulary are taught in class and pupils are 
encouraged to evaluate vocabulary’s appropriateness in creating their desired effect on their 
reader. 

 

-Developing sense of enquiry and curiosity; Opportunities for pupils to write for a variety of 
purposes are planned and taught. Pupils gain an increasing awareness that the written word is a 
powerful communication tool but different purposes require different approaches and techniques 
for success. Pupils understand that to communicate effectively, the writing’s purpose must be 
identified and the audience of the writing considered and catered for. 



 

-Good teacher subject knowledge; Teachers will have sound knowledge of the curriculum area in 
order to deliver high-quality lessons and provide pupils with outstanding teaching and learning. 
Training is regularly offered to teachers and support staff to enable them to deliver high-quality 
writing lessons underpinned by reading. 
 
 

Implementation 

At the beginning of their writing journey, staff demonstrate writing transcription skills and model good 

pencil grip for pupils to emulate. Pupils are assisted with encoding using their phonics skills and in KS1 

and KS2 learn the standardised spellings for writing. Pupils are taught the grammatical rules and 

patterns for their writing appropriate to their year group’s curriculum. 

To ensure pupils can communicate for different purposes, pupils are taught different writing genres 

through the four main purposes: to entertain, to persuade, to inform and to discuss. Teachers also 

plan writing lessons by using good quality texts to inspire pupils’ imaginations and enhance exposure to 

higher tier vocabulary. Pupils are engaged within their text of study and encouraged to write for 

different purposes as a result of this stimulus. Throughout the school, pupils read texts that are age- 

appropriate but that challenge and develop pupils’ world views and understanding of life. 

Staff are regularly updated regarding good English writing practice. Each term, teachers moderate 

written work within phases to ensure that writing planning and judgements are rigorous. 

Impact 

At Blessed Dominic Catholic Primary School, we believe that being able to communicate appropriately 

through the written word is a crucial skill in the current and future world of our pupils. We are 

dedicated to equipping our pupils with the skills of an excellent writer so that they can take advantage of 

opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of their current and later life. To support this intention, 

we ensure our Writing Curriculum is of high quality, is well thought out and is planned to demonstrate 

progression. If children are keeping up with the curriculum, they are deemed to be making good or 

better progress. 

 

At the end of EYFS, pupils use their phonic knowledge to write words which will match their spoken 

sounds/decoding. They also write some irregular common words. They write simple sentences which 

can be read by themselves and others. Phonetical words with sounds the pupils have been taught in 

each phase are spelt correctly and others are phonetically plausible. Pupils will know how to hold a 

pencil correctly. 

At the end of Year 1, pupils will use their phonics for spelling new words but rely on their 

understanding of rules for spelling many regular words. Pupils will have written for different purposes 

and will be aware that the structure of their writing changes, appropriate to the text type e.g. a letter. 

Pupils will be able to use simple sentences and be aware that different sentence types need different 

punctuation. Year 2 will build on these skills and continues to engage pupils in writing through the use of 

engaging texts and lessons. Pupils will show more understanding of how different texts are structured 

properly and begin to mimic vocabulary and structures from texts they have read. 

In Key Stage 2, pupils will develop their knowledge of spelling rules and apply these mostly accurately in 

their written work. Pupils will be aware of four different purposes to writing: To Entertain; To 

Persuade; To Inform and To Discuss. They will independently understand and apply different structures 

and purposes in their writing across the curriculum increasingly accurately. Pupils will develop stamina 

for writing and be able to write for longer periods of time. As a result of understanding how to 

communicate effectively through writing, pupils will be able to 







 


