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Mission Statement 

 
At Blessed Dominic Catholic Primary School, we pride ourselves on being a culturally diverse family. We 

seek to instil, in every child that we nurture, the joy and wonder of learning. 

As we journey together with Christ, we develop children’s resilience, intellectual curiosity and creativity 

through our positive learning behaviours.  We nurture and cherish the unique talents of all, to empower 

them to flourish and grow into life-long learners. 

Our mission is to show love, promote learning and belief in God our Father. 

LOVE – LEARN- BELIEVE 

 

1.  Introduction 

This policy has been formulated in accordance with the DfE requirement (DfE Guidance Charging for school 
activities; departmental advice for governing bodies, school leaders, school staff and local authorities. October 
2014) 

2. Aims and objectives 

The aims of this policy will: 

  Set out what the school will not charge for, what it will make a charge for or request a voluntary 
contribution from parents/carers 

  Clarify how charges will be determined, so parents and carers understand why requests for payments are 
sometimes made for some activities 

  Enable pupils to take full advantage of the activities provided by the school 

3. Responsibilities 

The Governing Body of the School is responsible for determining the content of the policy and the Headteacher 
for implementation.  Any determinations with respect to individual parents/carers will be considered jointly by 
the Headteacher and Governing Body. 

4. Charges 

Charges will not be made for any activities which form part of the National Curriculum requirements.  No charge 
can be made for education during school hours. 

The following are the activities which the Governing Body reserves the right to make a charge: 

(a) Board and lodgings on residential visits (not to exceed the costs) 
(b) The proportionate costs for an individual child of activities wholly or mainly outside school hours 

(‘optional extras’) to meet the costs for: 
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(i) Travel 
(ii) Materials and equipment 
(iii) Non-teaching staff costs 
(iv) Entrance fees 
(v) Insurance costs 

(c) Individual tuition in the playing of a musical instrument.  (All children study music as part of the normal 
school curriculum - we do not charge for this) 

(d) Extended day services offered to pupils, e.g. Breakfast Club, After School Clubs etc… 
(e) Breakages and replacements as a result of damages caused wilfully or negligently by pupils 
(f) Extra-curricular activities and school clubs 
(g) Lettings -The school will make its facilities available to outside users at a charge of at least the cost of 

providing the facilities. The scale of charges is determined by the Finance Committee and form part of our 
separate Lettings policy 

(h)  Other charges -The Headteacher, Finance committee or Governing Body may levy charges for 
miscellaneous services up to the cost of providing such services, e.g. Photocopying 

5. Remissions 

Children whose parents/carers are in receipt of the following support payments will, in addition to having a free 
school lunch entitlement, also be entitled to the remission of charges for board and lodging costs during 
residential school trips.  The relevant support payments are: 

(a) Income Support 
(b) Income Based Jobseeker’s Allowance 
(c) Support under part VI of the immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
(d) Child Tax Credit, where the parent is not entitled to Working Tax Credit and whose annual income (as 

assessed by the Inland Re) does not exceed £13,480 (FY04/05) 

If parents are experiencing financial difficulties they are invited to write in confidence to the Headteacher for the 
remission of charges in part or full. The Headteacher in consultation with the Chair of Governors will make 
authorisation of remission. 

6. Voluntary contributions 

The Governing Body may ask parents for a voluntary contribution towards the cost of any activity that takes place 
during school hours. 

The terms of any request made to parents will specify that the voluntary contribution in no way represents a 
charge, in addition the following will be made clear to parents: 

(a) That the contribution is voluntary and a parent is under no obligation to pay; and 
(b) That registered pupils at the school will not be treated differently according to whether or not their 

parents have made any contribution in response to the request. 

The contributions will not exceed the actual cost.  In the event of insufficient voluntary contributions being made 
the activity may have to be cancelled and refunds will be given. 

The following is a list of additional activities organised by the school, which require voluntary contributions from 
parents. These activities are known as ‘optional extras’. This list is not exhaustive: 
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 Visits to museums 

 Sporting activities which require transport expenses 

 Outdoor adventure activities 

 Visits to or from a theatre company 

 Visits to a cinema 

 Musical events 

Swimming 

The school organises swimming lessons for all children in Years 3-6. These take place in school time and are part 
of the National Curriculum. We ask for a voluntary contribution towards the cost of this activity as funding 
received does not fully cover this. We inform parents when these lessons are to take place, and we ask parents 
for their written permission for their child to take part in swimming lessons. 

 

See Appendix 1 for example of wording to be used in school’s standard letter to parents/carers. 

 

 

 

Headteacher:  Date:  

Chair of Governing Body:  
 

Date:  
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Appendix 1 
BLESSED DOMINIC CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL  

OUTING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
As part of your child’s education and in order to enhance the National Curriculum work that your child 
has been doing we are proposing a visit. 
 
The children will be accompanied by their teacher and other adult escorts. 
 
In order to cover the costs for this trip a non-refundable voluntary contribution is requested.  This 
should be returned to school with the reply slip in a clearly marked envelope with the child’s name, 
class and the amount enclosed.  Please send in the correct amount as we are unable to give change. 
 
If parents are experiencing financial difficulties, please speak in confidence to the class teacher or 
Headteacher who may be able to help 
 
For those children entitled to a free school meal, please indicate on the reply slip if a packed lunch is 
required from school for that day.      
 
 

 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Mrs G Pears 
Headteacher 
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BLESSED DOMINIC CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL OUTING 
 

 
 
CLASS     YEAR 4 
 
VISIT  XXX 
 
REASON FOR VISIT  PUPILS TO ATTEND THE ADVENT CAROL SERVICE 
 
DATES  XXX 
 

TRANSPORT     TUBE 
 
COST     FREE 

 

CLOTHING   SMART SCHOOL UNIFORM     

 

EXTRA Packed Lunch in a carrier bag with your child’s name. 

No Lunch boxes please 
SANDWICH & WATER/FRUIT JUICE 
NO NUTS, SWEETS OR CHOCOLATE 

 
TIME OF DEPARTURE  9.15am 
RETURN TO SCHOOL  3.15pm   
 
______________________________________________________________ 
Please return this sheet to school asap. 
 
Dear Teacher, 
 
I give permission for my child _______________________ to take part in the outing on 
Tuesday 3rd December to XXXl. 
I enclose the sum of £           I am entitled and require a packed Free School Meal 
 
I consent to my child travelling by any form of public/private transport, including walking.  I consent in 
the event of an accident or illness to my child, to any necessary medical treatment being given.  I 
authorise a member of staff to sign the necessary consent forms for such treatment on my behalf. 
 
Class________________________ 
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Signed_____________________________  Parent/Guardian  Date__________________________ 


