Blessed Dominic Catholic Primary
Love - Learn - Believe

Newsletter

Spring issue 8- 6th February 2026

Headteacher: Mrs Hourihan Deputy Headteacher: Ms Sulis

Diary Dates

Monday 9" March - Barnet Dance Festival - Artd' Depot
Wednesday | 1" March - IB Library

Wednesday | 1" March - Whole School Lenten Retreat day
Wednesday 18" March - |D Library

Thursday 26" March Easter Service 3B and 4B- 9.15am
Friday 27" March - Easter Service 3D and 4D - 9.15am

Friday 2/th March - Last Day of Term — School closes at 1.30pm
Easter Holidays — Monday 30th March to Friday |0th April 2026
Monday 13™ April - Children return to School

Monday 20" April - Year 3 School Trip -Ramses and the Pharaohs
Wednesday 22" April - Year 4 School Trip - St Albans

Dear parents / carers,
We continue our journey through Lent as a school community. As part of this special time, we are collecting donations for our local
food bank to help support families in need. Thank you to everyone who has already contributed — your generosity makes a real
difference.
Our Year | pupils enjoyed a wonderful trip to Kew Gardens, where they explored the beautiful gardens and learned more about
plants and nature. It was a fantastic educational experience, and the children represented the school beautifully. Class 3D also had an
exciting visit to the Natural History Museum, where they learned about fossils and the history of life on Earth. This was a fascinating
experience and linked well with their learning in class.
We were also very excited this week as our chicks have arrived, and several have already begun to hatch. The children have loved
observing this process and learning about the life cycle of animals. As the weather begins to improve and we move closer to spring and
Easter, it is lovely to see signs of new life all around us.
As part of Science Week, our Year 5 and Year 6 pupils attended St James’, where they took part in a range of engaging science
ac3tivities. A reminder for pupils to continue working on their posters and Science Fayre entries, which should be ready for next Friday,
| 3th March.
Today we celebrated World Book Day. It was wonderful to see the children enjoying stories and sharing their favourite books. This is a
good opportunity to remind parents of the importance of reading regularly at home. Just 10 minutes of reading each day can make a
big difference to your child's confidence and progress.
We have now set the dates for our Big Lent Walks. It would be lovely if parents were able to join us for these walks as we reflect
together during this special time:

« Reception — Monday 16th March, 9:00-9:30am

« Year 3 & Year 5 — Tuesday |7th March, 9:00-9:30am

. Year 6 & Year | — Wednesday |18th March, 9:00-9:30am

« Year 2 & Year 4 — Thursday 19th March, 9:00-9:30am
Please also remember to donate via our JustGiving page as we continue raising money for CAFOD during Lent.
Looking ahead to next week, we will also be holding our Lenten Retreat. Parents are warmly invited to join us for this special time of
reflection at 3:00pm on Wednesday.
Thank you, as always, for your continued support.
Wishing you all a lovely weekend.
Mrs Hourihan
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March is dedicated to St Joseph, the spouse of the Blessed Th"’d Sunda)' Of Lent (Yeal" A)
Virgin Mary and the earthly father of Jesus. . .
St Joseph is a model of humility, obedience, and trust in God's Gospel. John 4:5-42

plan.
He is known as the Protector of the Church and an intercessor
for families, workers, and all in need.

Prayer for St
Joseph

St. Joseph,
guardian of the
Holy Family, pray
for us. Guide and
protect us with
your loving care.
Amen.

Celebrating Success
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Stations of the Cross
Easter Service

Thursday 26th March at 9.15am 3B and 4B
&
Friday 27th March at 9.15am 3D and 4D

Tickets avaiable on Parent Pay, pleae see letter sent home to you on the Parents App

CAFOD Blg Lent Walk

Lent begins on Wednesday |8th February and our school is proud to be taking part in the
CAFOD Big Lent Walk.

Through prayer, action and generosity, we're stepping out in faith to support communities facing poverty and injustice.
We warmly invite families, staff and friends to join the walk, sponsor the children, or make a donation—every step and every gift
makes a difference.
Together, let's walk in hope and love this Lent.
To donate and find out more information please visit our Just Giving page:
https://schools.walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/blessed-dominic-big-lent-walk-fundraising-page
We have also sent details via our Parents App

pi T POEFT %

Scan this QR to support
the challenge

CAF@D = =

Class 3D Hlstory Museum

Year 3 visited the Natural History Museum as part of their learning about fossils.
The trip gave them a hands-on experience to explore prehistoric life and discover how fossils tell the story of the past.




Year | visited Kew Gardens

Year | enjoyed a visit to Kew Gardens, exploring the wonders of plants, flowers, and
nature as part of their learning about the natural world.

Bluebells

Our chef, Ms Pam, visited Bluebells class for a fun cooking activity with the children.
Together they made delicious chocolate crispy cakes while learning some new cooking skills along the
way. The ch||dren had a wonderful time mixing the ingredients, shaping their cakes, and of course
- enjoying their tasty creations. i
. It was a lovely hands on expemence for everyone!

2D Library Visit

2D visited the library this week. We learned how to check out books, how to return books and extend their loan time.
We also had a chance to look around the library and how to find different authors.
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World Boo

Today our children had a wonderful time celebrating World Book Day.

The children enjoyed sharing their favourite stories, exploring a variety of books, and taking part in fun activities
throughout the day. It was lovely to see their excitement and imagination as they listened to stories and talked about their

favourite characters. World Book Day is a great way to encourage a love of reading, and the children really enjoyed being
part of the celebration.
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Birthday Celebrations Attendance
Regular attendance plays a vital role in your child’s

While we love to celebrate each child's special day, | _ q I devel c ool
we kindly discourage gift bags and food items being earning and overall development. Every schoo

brought in. We have a lot of children with allergies so as a
community we need to help keep each other safe.

day counts!
Unfortunately holidays cannot be authorised

Instead, we encourage children to bring a book to share during term time and authorised abences can only
with the class, which can be added to the class library as a be granted in exceptional cirucmstance. Please
lasting memory of their birthday. contact the office if you need to request an
Thank you for your support in keeping celebrations exceptional leave of absence. These will be

simple, inclusive, and focused on learning! , ,
. considered on a case by case basis.

FPNs (Fixed penalty notices) can be issues for
unauthorised absences and the fine is up to £160
per parent.
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ATTENDANCE MATTER

Y

Governors’ Fund AFTER SCHOOL
£60 per Pupil Contribution CLUBS

. @ . " Please make sure your child brings their school PE
Each year, our school's Governing Board asks families to : .
contribute to the Governors' Fund, which supports .k'.t every .Week if they have been accepted for
important projects and improvements not covered by our Nana Warriors, Football, SpykIdS, Tennis, Dance or
regular school budget. Archery after-school clubs.
This year, the suggested contribution remains £60 per FOR SAFETY REASONS. CHILDREN
pupil. )
The fund helps us enhance our school environment and WILL NOT BE ABLE TO TAKE PART IN
resources — for example, improving playground areas, THE SESSION IF THEY DO NOT HAVE
upgradlng T equipment, and supporting enrichment THE CORRECT PT KIT WITH THEM

opportunities for pupils.

Thank you for your support.

We do this via the ‘Governors Fund’ where we ask
parents to contribute. We don't stipulate or mandate this
but instead prefer to encourage all families to contribute

what they can.

A huge thank you to all the families who have already
contributed — your generosity makes a real difference to
what we can offer our children.

If you've not yet had the chance to donate and would like
to, contributions can be made via Parent Pay.
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Safeguarding SAFER
The wellbeing of our children is of paramount. SC H oo L ST R E E T

Should any person (parent or staff) have a concern
regarding a child’s wellbeing, please inform one of IN OPERATION

the school safeguarding team: 8_1 SAM — 9.1 SAM
. Mrs Sowa - DSL & SENCo & 2.45PM i 3.45PM

. Mrs Hourihan - Headteacher

. Ms Sulis - Deputy Headteacher

. Ms Smart - Assistant Head
In cases where school staff have concerns, they have
a duty to discuss the issue with Social Services to

seek further advice. This is the statutory obligation

of all schools. WE REMIND ALL FAMILIES TO USE THE
FREE PARKING AVAILABLE
E AT THE RAF MUSEUM
WHICH HAS BEEN MADE AVAILABLE
EXCLUSIVELY FOR BLESSED DOMINIC

PARENTS AND CARERS DURING
DROP-OFF AND PICK-UP TIMES

0800111

Uniform Reminders Easter Camp 2026 is

We would like to take this opportunity to remind everyone h e re'
of our school uniform expectations. , —_— _
Please ensure that children come to school wearing their full Bookings are now open with Non Stop Action.
uniform each day. Join us this Easter for Multi Sports at Moss Hall
+ Trainers should only be worn on PE days and Junior School (N3 l NR)'.arjd Football,
must be plain black or white. Dance, and Multi Activity Camp at
. On non-PE days, children should wear black Millbrook Park School (NW7 ]F).
school shoes (not boots). _ Camp runs from Monday 30th March - Friday
- School socks should be plain grey or white. | Oth April.
) ﬁg’t“l’,‘:rﬁ"gf“ :ﬁgssﬁzﬁ',du',’,?fff,ﬁ,")_('egg'“gs are Book by Saturday /th March to take advantage
. A school tie should be worn each day. of our Early Bird discount.
« School coats should be plain blue or black. Reserve your place today at:
Uniform is an important part of our identity at Blessed Kind regards,
Dominic. As a community, it is important that we all follow . .
these expectations and wear our uniform with pride. Cameron Smith Holiday Camp Manager

If you are experiencing any difficulties with uniform, please do
not hesitate to contact the school—we are always happy to
help.

- NONSTOPAction!

BMALL GTEFS, BIG FUTURES
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