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Mission Statement

At Blessed Dominic Catholic Primary School, we pride ourselves on being a culturally diverse
family. We seek to instill, in every child that we nurture, the joy and wonder of learning.

As we journey together with Christ, we develop children’s resilience, intellectual curiosity
and creativity through our positive learning behaviours. We nurture and cherish the unique
talents of all, empowering them to flourish and grow into life-long learners.

Our mission is to show love, promote learning and belief in God our Father.

LOVE — LEARN- BELIEVE

Statement of intent:
Collective Worship at Blessed Dominic Catholic Primary School provides opportunities for all
staff and children to come together to worship God. Whilst respecting diversity of belief and
commitment, it will be Catholic in character, reflecting the liturgical tradition of the Church
and having Christ at its centre. It will take into account the religious and educational needs
of all who share in it:

e Those who form part of the worshipping community in Church

e Those for whom school may be their first and only experience of Church

e Those from other Christian traditions

e Those from other faith backgrounds.

It will be an educational activity or experience.
e To which all can contribute
e From which all can gain.

Aims
Through our worshipping together we aim to:
e Enable and encourage a sense of belonging to a community with a common ethos
and shared values of ‘Love, Learn, Believe’
e Respond to and celebrate life by taking time out to ‘wonder at’
e Contemplate something of the mystery of God
e Enrich the religious experience of all members of the school community
e Reflect on spiritual and moral issues
e Build a firm foundation for liturgy.

e The governing body and RE Governor (Ms Jenny Whelan) are responsible for
ensuring that the school has a current Collective Worship policy

e The Headteacher is responsible for ensuring that Collective worship is provided for
each child each day

e C(Class teachers are responsible for planning and enabling Collective Worship to take
place daily
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e Children will have the opportunity to take an active part in daily Collective Worship.

Where?
Collective worship can take place:
e Within the classroom
e Inthe school hall
e Qutside areas belonging to the school

“As a rule all acts of Collective Worship should take place on the school premises.
However, the governing bodies of grant maintained, aided and special agreement schools
have discretion to organise Collective Worship elsewhere on special occasions.”
(Education Reform Act 1988)

When?

It is a legal requirement that every child must have an opportunity to take part in
Collective Worship every day.

To ensure that Collective Worship is a meaningful and prayerful opportunity for all
participants it needs to occur at the most appropriate time for the class/ key stage / school.
Class teachers are encouraged to look at their weekly curriculum and place Collective
Worship at a time which enables the children to have a quality experience.

How?
Leader: it can be led by:
e Headteacher/RE Lead, Deputy head, Father Brian
e (Class teacher
e Children
e Visitors

In order to provide children with quality experiences of Collective Worship, teachers at
Blessed Dominic Catholic Primary School will:

e Ensure that the theme, focus, delivery, length and resources are appropriates to
the interests, age range, backgrounds and abilities of learners (time: approximately one
minute for each year of a child’s life)

e Set an appropriate atmosphere with a sense of order and occasion, including entry

and exit (use of music / lighting)

e Provide a focus using artefacts, candles, symbols etc

e Respect the freedom of learners and staff in the invitation to prayer and worship

e Ensure the possibility of conscious, active participation of all present Teachers will

use a variety of building blocks

e Short address/personal experience

e Readings: Scripture / poetry / story

e Drama/dance/song/ role play

e Artefacts / posters / natural materials

e Time for reflection / silence

e Prayer: informal / formal (Psalms / children’s own prayers etc)

e Responses (e.g. saying / singing)
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Planning and Recording

Planning will be done with reference to:
e Margaret Carswell planning documents,
e the Church’s seasons,
e significant dates,
e The whole curriculum
e Local, national, world events

What to include on planning sheet for Collective Worship.
When Teachers plan Collective Worship...

Preparation: When, where, who, what? What resources will | need? Create focus. Send
Invitations

Gathering: How will we begin / enter — to music? Create an atmosphere of prayer. Use a
‘gathering chant’ Come in procession.

Listen: Reading from scriptures, psalms, poems etc. Use power point. Pause at times for
quiet contemplation. Dramatise the readings.

Respond: What do pupils will do. Quiet reflection, formal / informal prayer / respond to
bidding prayers. Place stone at foot of cross etc.

Go Forth: What will | do to help the children take the message away with them — prayer
card, picture, common prayer

When children plan Collective Worship:

Gather

® What music might you play?

® How will you arrange the children?
® Will you light the candle(s)?

® Can you find an appropriate picture / poster / artefact? — explain it.

Listen

® Who will read?
® What will you read? (Scripture / Prayer / Psalm / Poem / Story / Hymn)

® Will you act out the reading? Or use a Power Point presentation?
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Respond
® How will you help your friends to reflect on what they have read?
® Will you say prayers that need a response?

® Who will lead the prayers?

Go Forth

® What do you want your friends to take away from this Act of Worship to
remember its message.
Collective Worship will be recorded through:

e Planning sheets

e Collections of learner’s contributions/prayers, reflections

e Photographs / display
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Collective Worship Planner

Date: Class:

Nawmes of the children who have planned
oand led the sessiow:

Gaother

Listew

Respowd

G0 Forth

wWhat the children thonght....




BLESSED DOMINIC CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

Monitoring, Evaluation and Review

We will review this policy annually with reference to the variety of experiences offered to
our children. We will assess its implementation and effectiveness. This policy will be
promoted and implemented throughout our school.



